Hartford City Council Minutes – Regular Meeting August 15, 2006

Mayor Binkerd called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following present:  Kane, Thaler, Liesinger, Otheim, Swier and Cunningham.

Motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting was made by Liesinger and seconded by Otheim– all voted yes, motion carried.  Motion to approve the bills submitted for payment was made by Otheim and seconded by Kane – all voted yes, motion carried.  There were no additions to the agenda.  

Correspondence: The city received a letter from the South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks Department stating that our grant request for a bike trail bridge has been denied this year but encourages us to apply again next year.  The South Eastern Development Foundation sent us an update.  The Sioux Falls Health Department sent a notice of a meeting they will have on September 7, 2006 regarding planning for a possible flu pandemic.

Visitors: Deb Hanson and the 6th Street Neighbors asked the council for an update on the vacant lots behind their property which are owned by Richard Brower.  Roger Munce stated that he is in the process of buying the vacant lots.  Mr. Munce also stated that if the sale goes through he would try and work with the property owners to clear up the lots but does not plan on rezoning the property from R2 to R1 at this time. 

Reports: 

    WC School Board Report – Mike Swier gave a report on the August 14, 2006 West Central School Board meeting.

   Sheriff’s Deputy Report – Officer Steve Maciejewski had put together a list of bikes that have been in the city’s lost and found property.  The city sent out a notice to the public regarding this property.  A motion was made by Thaler and seconded by Liesinger to surplus the bikes and donate them to the SD Law Enforcement Association – all voted yes, motion carried.

    Maintenance Superintendent Report – Craig Wagner reported that the chip sealing is all done on the streets and they are in the process of sweeping up the rocks and then they will do the striping.  The city has received a dump truck and a generator from the Minnehaha County surplus property.  Craig went to the top of the new water tower last week for inspections and noted that the crew is going to start sandblasting and painting.  The new water meters are ordered and we should receive then and approximately one month.  He has ordered some new picnic tables for the park and it was noted that the city will not pursue an ice skating ring.

    City Administrator Report – Roland VanDerWerff noted that Hartford’s Official 125th anniversary was this last week on August 8, 2006.  Sara and Mike from SECOG came out to visit with the city administrator and the new finance officer last week to go over any future needs the city may have that they could assist with.  Representatives with SECOG and First National Bank of Sioux Falls will be out on August 17, 06 to visit with the city administrator and new finance officer.  The pool will be closing on August 23, 2006 and it was noted that we have had a good pool season.  Mayor Binkerd expressed her appreciation to the pool staff for a job well done.  The budget meeting will be Monday, August 21, 2006.  A meeting has been tentatively set up with the Community Needs Assessment group on February 5, 6 and 7.  This panel of 5-7 people comes into a community and listens to various groups regarding what they feel are the needs of that community.

Ordinances and Hearings:    

    7:20 Hearing for consumption of alcoholic beverages in public areas – August 25.  A request for consuming alcoholic beverages on Main Street from 2nd to just south of the South Bar has been made for a block party on August 25, 2006.  A motion was made by Cindy Liesinger and seconded by Mike Swier to allow this with the provision that the citizens may use the city’s barricades but they are responsible for the set-up and take-down of these barricades and for any clean-up of the streets – all voted yes, motion carried.    Second reading of Ordinance 505, on street parking.  This ordinance amends the time a vehicle can be left on city streets from 24 hours to 7 days.  Attorney Miles Schumacher was representing Bill Haugen Jr., regarding this proposed change.  Mr. Schumacher noted that changing this ordinance would leave little recourse for someone trying to rid a nuisance.  After some discussion, a motion was made by Cindy Liesinger and seconded by Mike Kane to table this for further discussion and re-writing – all voted yes, motion carried.  Second reading of Ordinance 506, fireworks.  The change in this ordinance would allow for fireworks to be discharged from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. on July 2nd to July 5th and on December 31st from 10 p.m. to 12 a.m. on January 1st.  A motion was made by Kane to amend line 5 to read “through” July 5th and not “to” July 5th and seconded by Liesinger – Otheim voted no, all others yes, motion carried.  Second reading of Ordinance 507, speed limits.  A motion was made by Kane and seconded by Thaler to grant second reading – Liesinger voted no, all others yes, motion carried.  

Water and Sewer:  Mitch Mergen gave an update on the new water tower.  The crew is in the process of sandblasting the tower and getting it ready to paint.  Painting should be complete by early October.  This project has a completion date of October 15 – project is on time.  A motion to pay Wallace Caswell Plumbing $4069.80 on pay request #11 was made by Thaler and seconded by Kane – all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion to pay Pittsburgh Tank and Tower $12,000.00 on pay request #5 was made by Liesinger and seconded by Otheim – all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion to pay Underground Developers $43,921.91 on pay request #1 was made by Otheim and seconded by Kane – all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion to pay Winter Brothers Underground $540,749.97 on pay request #3 was made by Thaler and seconded by Otheim – all voted yes, motion carried.

Park and Pools:  The pool will close August 23, 2006 at 5 p.m. for the season.

Streets:  Mitch Mergen gave an update on the street projects.  Underground utilities will start doing work from 4th street going north.  They are re-seeding some of the boulevard.  They are also working on Main.  A motion to pay Triple R Paving $270,445.95 on pay request #3 was made by Otheim and seconded by Kane – all voted yes, motion carried.

Old Business:  None

New Business:   A motion to approve the first amendment to the contract agreement with Rural Cellular Corporation was made by Kane and seconded by Liesinger – all voted yes, motion carried.

Adjourn:  A motion was made by Liesinger and seconded by Thaler to enter into executive session at 7:54 – all voted yes, motion carried. 

Minutes recorded by Teresa Sidel

Motion by Thaler, second by Liesinger to exit executive session at 8:25- all voted yes, motion carried.  Motion by Cunningham, second by Swier to grant Hanisch a $.40 raise effective with August 28, 2006 pay period- Thaler voted no, all others voted yes, motion carried.  Motion by Liesinger, second by Kane to adjourn at 8:27- all voted yes, motion carried.

Minutes recorded by Roland VanDerWerff

