Hartford City Council Minutes – Regular Meeting September 19, 2006

Mayor Binkerd called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following present: Kane, Thaler, Liesinger, Otheim, Swier and Cunningham. Motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting was made by Otheim, second by Liesinger– Kane abstained, all others voted yes, motion carried.  A motion to approve the bills was made by Liesinger, second by Otheim-all voted yes, motion carried.  The City Finance Officer noted the following contingency adjustments:  $8000.00 to the Pool Account, $128.00 to the Library Account, and $8000.00 to the Park Account.  A motion was made by Cunningham, second by Kane to approve the contingency adjustments-all voted yes, motion carried. An addition was made to the agenda for 2nd reading of Ordinance #508-Appropriations Ordinance and pay request # 12 to Wallace Caswell Plumbing for $26,704.40.  Motion to approve the additions was made by Liesinger, second by Otheim–all voted yes, motion carried. 

Correspondence:   There was no correspondence.

Ordinances and Hearings: A discussion on amendment to Street Assessment Policy was held.  Previously the city gave corner lots no discount on the first side of street paving and then 50-feet discount when the street on the second side of their lot was paved.  The policy changed on June 5, 2002 to  25 feet for the first side and 25 feet for the second side.  This has hurt some property owners that did not get a break on the first street paving and only received a 25-foot break on the second side since it was after 6-5-02. The city administrator reported that 15 properties have been effected by this change.  The council decided to give these property owners the 50-feet break instead of only 25-feet.  A motion to draft a new assessment policy with language for a 50-feet break was made by Thaler, second by Liesinger-all voted yes, motion carried.

Maintenance Reports:

     Streets - Craig Wagner reported that the city's small dump truck that was sold at the Sioux Falls Auction brought a believed price of $5750.00.  The push plow has been ordered.  Mid American Energy have some current street cuts that need to be repaired.  If the Mid American does not make the repairs or contact the street superintendent by next week the city will fix them and bill Mid American Energy.  The council discussed the growing problem of contractor cutting into the streets and not repairing them.  A motion was made by Liesinger, second by Swier to give them 30 days to do the repairs and if the repairs are not made within that time frame, the city will do the repairs and bill the contractor all costs with a minimum of $1000.00-all voted yes, motion carried.  

    Water & Sewer -The water meters have started to arrive and installation will begin shortly.  Electric Supply will be coming out this week to check for surge protectors on the pumps and to try and figure out why we have trouble with the pumps going into default during bad lightning storms.  Wagner and Hanisch attended the SDWWA conference last week, which provided them with good information.

     Park & Pool - The pool has been winterized. We will be shutting down the old bathroom just before Halloween and the new one later this fall.

Ordinance #508: A motion was made by Kane, second by Liesinger to approve second reading of Ordinance #508-Appropriations - all voted yes, motion carried.

Water & Sewer:

    Water Tower Update -  Mitch Mergen reported that the crew is finishing sand blasting.  The welding crew missed a weld so that will need to be repaired.  After the weld is done, painters will be able to finish.  There will be 2 coats of white on the tower with a final coat of blue.

    Pay Requests - A motion was made by Thaler, second by Otheim to approve pay request #6 for Pittsburgh Tank and Tower in the amount of $82,500.00-all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Otheim, second by Kane to approve pay request #2 for Underground Developers Inc in the amount of $75,340.26-all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Liesinger, second by Thaler to approve pay request #4 for Winter Brothers Underground in the amount of $39,917.15-all voted yes, motion carried.

    Change Order - A motion to approve change order #2 for Winter Brothers Underground in the amount of $47,384.68 contingent upon MCWC paying 50% of the costs and Hartford paying 39% and Crooks 11% was made by Kane, second by Swier - all voted yes, motion carried.

Hearings: The city council held a hearing with citizens on the street assessment roll resolution 2006.9.19.  A motion to approve Street Assessment Roll Resolution 2006.9.19 for $470,774.71 was made by Liesinger, second by Thaler - all voted yes, motion carried.

City Administrator Report: The city administrator noted that sale tax receipts are below normal this year.  He does expect them to increase and we should receive approximately the same amount as last year.  The city's new building inspector is Sterling Kloster.  There is a meeting set for September 20, 2006 for Sterling to meet with licensed contractors, local developers and the electrical and plumbing inspectors.  Planning and Zoning will be looking at adopting the 2003 code.  The city received the revised plats on Western Meadows Addition.  Planning and Zoning will look at them at their September 26th meeting and the city council will review the preliminary plat on October 2nd.   A motion was made by Kane, second by Thaler to approve an assurance agreement with David Burney and the City of Hartford that grants David Burney until September 25, 2008 to install sidewalks at the property located at 508 Mundt Avenue-all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Liesinger, second by Kane to approve city personnel to check for sump pumps discharging into the city sewer in homes and finished basements when updating the water meters - all voted yes, motion carried.

Approval of state water plan application: The city council discussed the state water plan application.  A motion was made by Liesinger, second by Kane to include Main Ave between 1st Street and 2nd Street in our state water plan application and authorize Mayor Binkerd to sign the application - all voted yes, motion carried.

Winter Discharge Permits: The council discussed amending the winter discharge permit to include a fee to those applying for the permit.  A motion was made by Thaler, second by Liesinger to charge a $50 fee for winter discharge permits-Swier voted no, all others voted yes, motion carried.

2006 Street Construction Update: Mitch Mergen reported that he believed the street project is behind about 1/2 week.  Parties will meet again late September or early October to talk about completion date.  Crews are starting to seed Main Ave up to 4th Street and along 4th and 5th Street.

Pay Request: A motion was made by Liesinger, second by Otheim to approve pay request #4 to Triple R Paving in the amount of $403,431.03 - all voted yes, motion carried.  

Agenda Addition: An addition to the agenda was for appointments of two city council members to the Fire Department Building Committee.  A motion was made by Kane, second by Liesinger to approve this addition - all voted yes, motion carried.

Old Business: A motion was made by Liesinger, second by Cunningham to postpone discussion of the employee step chart until October 17th -all voted yes, motion carried.

New Business: A motion was made by Liesinger, second by Kane to reschedule the October 3rd city council meeting to October 2nd since the South Dakota Municipal League Conference starts on October 3rd - all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Kane, second by Thaler to appoint Cindy Liesinger and Phil Cunningham to the Fire Department Building Committee-all voted yes, motion carried.

Executive Session: A motion was made by Liesinger, second by Thaler to enter into executive session for legal matters at 8:26p.m.–all voted yes, motion carried.   Motion by Liesinger, second by Kane to exit executive session and adjourn at 8:46.  All voted yes, motion carried. 

Minutes recorded by Teresa Sidel

