Hartford City Council Minutes – Regular Meeting August 1, 2006

Mayor Binkerd called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm with the following present: Swier, Otheim, Cunningham, Kane, Liesinger, and Thaler.  Motion by Kane, second by Othiem to approve the minutes of the July 18 regular meeting and the July 19 special meeting.  Liesinger abstained, all others yes, motion carried.  Motion by Kane, second by Liesinger to add Hartford Golf Course special event August 5th, HADC Update, and Dean and Bonnie Oberle to the agenda.  All voted yes, motion carried.  Deb Hanson and area residents expressed continued concern regarding the weeds, dirt piles, and zoning of the vacant lot between 5th and 6th streets.  Motion by Liesinger, second by Thaler to send a letter requesting Richard Brower attend the August 15th city council meeting.  All voted yes, motion carried.   Motion by Kane, second by Liesinger to remind the property owner that if he does not mow the property the city will have it done and bill the costs to the property.  All voted yes, motion carried.   Kurt Donelan, East River Electric discussed the two proposed easements with the City of Hartford.  Motion by Swier, second by Liesinger to approve the easements.  All voted yes, motion carried.  

Reports:  Planning and Zoning made a recommendation to the city council to amend the park fund fee on commercial building permits from .005 to .005 for the first million in valuation, .001 for valuations from 1 million to 5 million, and no additional park fund fee for valuations over 5 million.  Pat Smith appeared before the council and voiced concerns about lowering the fee on commercial permits.  Motion by Liesinger, second by Kane to amend the fee structure based on Planning and Zonings recommendation.  All voted yes, motion carried.  Matt Brandt gave the Hartford Fire and Rescue report.  The department conducted an underwater training, sent two people and a truck to the Piedmont fire, and is planning their Mutual Aid supper for August 10th.  Terry Hagen gave the HADC report.  The group heard proposals from several marketing groups at their July 31st meeting.  $5,000 has been set aside for a booklet to distribute.  Hagen reported the HADC would work with the city to transfer land to the South Bar and that David Fischer had met with the HADC regarding a petition to close 9th street through the golf course.  Public Works Supt. report was received.  Motion by Thaler, second by Kane to have Wagner and Hannisch attend the fall water and wastewater conference in Rapid City September 12th to the 15th.  All voted yes, motion carried.  Wagner asked if the city would grant time off with pay for city staff responding to wildfires due to the dry weather in 2006.  Fire Chief Brandt noted the fire fighters get reimbursed from the state but may meet the fire fighters wages.  Motion by Cunningham, second by Swier to make up the wage difference when a city employee participates as part of the Hartford Fire and Rescue Department response to the State of SD request for assistance.  All voted yes, motion carried.    

Ordinances and Hearings:  Discussion on Ordinance 505 amending the definition of an abandoned vehicle parked on the street.  Motion by Liesinger, second by Thaler grant first reading to Ordinance 505 amending the time a vehicle can be left on the street from 24 hours to 7 days.  All voted yes, motion carried.  Motion by Kane, second by Thaler to grant first reading to Ordinance 506 to amend the time frame for the discharge of fireworks from 10 am to 11 pm on July 4th to 10 am to 11 pm each day from July 2nd to July 5th and on December 31st from 10 pm to 12 am on January 1st.  Othiem voted no, all others yes, motion carried.  Motion by Kane, second by Swier to grant first reading to Ordinance 507 amending maximum speed limits.  Liesinger voted no, all others yes, motion carried.   

Water and Sewer: Motion by Thaler, second by Swier to approve the Sewer Backflow Preventer Program.  All voted yes, motion carried.   Dean and Bonnie Oberle appeared before the council to dispute a water and sewer bill incurred by one of their tenants at 106 North Kingsbury.  The Oberles stated that they were not notified that the bill was delinquent.  Motion by Liesinger, second by Thaler to have City Hall send a certified letter rather than a regular letter to the landlord and assess the fee to the landlord.  All voted yes, motion carried.  The council explained that they city’s policy had not changed and the water would remain off until the bill was paid.  Larry Nelson, city attorney explained that most cities have similar policies.  Dean Oberle paid the bill.  Discussion on the need to charge all landlords for sending the certified letter.  Motion by Liesinger, second by Thaler to rescind the motion to send notices to landlord via certified mail and continue the practice of sending regular mail based on advice from the city attorney.  All voted yes, motion carried. 

Parks and Pool: Discussion on the closing date of the swimming pool.  Motion by Thaler, second by Kane to close the pool for the 2006 season at 5 pm on Wednesday, August 23rd.  All voted yes, motion carried.   

Streets:  Wagner discussed the one bid received for chip sealing.  Motion by Kane, second by Liesinger to accept the bid from the Road Guy.  All voted yes, motion carried.  John and Beth Kennedy asked the city to replace the driveway approach in front of 301 N Mundt due to damage caused by the city snow removal equipment in the past.  Motion by Liesinger, second by Thaler to replace the approach.  All voted yes, motion carried.  Discussion on the width of the right of way for 3rd street between Oaks and Main Avenue.  Consensus to build the street as planned.     

New Business:   Mayor Binkerd appointed Teresa Sidel as city finance officer at $15.00 per hour.  Motion by Liesinger, second by Othiem to approve the appointment.  Galen Vavra, president of Central Valley Board of Directors approached the council regarding a special event planned for August 5th.  A live band is scheduled to perform from 9-1.  The golf course will have portable toilets, extra lighting, trashcans, fencing, bartenders, and people carding.  Motion by Liesinger, second by Swier to grant approval for the special event.  All voted yes, motion carried.  Vavra expressed concerns about vehicles speeding on 9th street.  VanDerWerff will advise the Sheriff’s Department.  Motion by Kane, second by Liesinger to schedule the city budget meeting for 6:30 on Monday, August 21st.  All voted yes, motion carried.  

Adjourn:  Motion by Liesinger, second by Kane to enter executive session for personnel matters at 8:47.  All voted yes, motion carried.  Motion by Liesinger, second by Othiem to exit executive session at 8:58.  All voted yes, motion carried.   Motion by Liesinger, second by Swier to adjourn at 8:59.  All voted yes, motion carried. 

Minutes recorded by Roland VanDerWerff

