Hartford City Council Minutes – Regular Meeting October 2, 2006

Council President Cindy Liesinger called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Hartford City Hall with the following present: Mike Kane, Dan Thaler, Wes Otheim, Mike Swier and Phil Cunningham.  Mayor Cecil Binkerd was absent with notice.  Motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting was made by Otheim, second by Cunningham – all voted yes, motion carried.  Motion to approve an addition to the agenda for an executive session to discuss legal matters was made by Thaler, second by Kane - all voted yes, motion carried.    

Correspondence: The city administrator reviewed a letter from DENR regarding the city’s state water plan application.

Visitors:   Bob Dean addressed the city council regarding the streetlight by his home.  Dean stated that the light was too bright and wanted something done about it.  The council agreed to drive by his residence before the next meeting and then discuss it at that time.  It was noted that Howard Davis approached the city regarding flying POW MIA flags.  A motion was made by Thaler, second by Kane to purchase three POW MIA flags at a cost of $20.00 each – all voted yes, motion carried.

Reports: 

    Planning and Zoning:  Planning and Zoning member Chad Schulte has resigned his position.  Mayor Binkerd will seek out a replacement.  The planning and zoning committee did approve the preliminary plat for Western Meadows Addition with some recommendations.  A motion was made by Kane, second by Otheim to approve the preliminary plat for the Western Meadows Addition contingent upon engineers comments being incorporated prior to final plat – all voted yes, motion carried.      

    Maintenance Superintendent Report:  

a. Streets -Craig Wagner reported that the city has been out patching the streets, working on equipment and working on gravel roads.  He has also ordered a dumpster for leaf drop off and will send out a public notice when it arrives. 

b. Water & Sewer – The city has started to install the new water meters for the auto read system.  Wagner has talked with Electric Supply and Square D regarding the sewer plant’s electrical problems and surges.  Square D recommended a surge protector and new LED displays.  Wagner should have price quotes on these at the next city council meeting.  Wagner also commented on the city wells stating that the city should abandon two wells and then use parts from them to grout and try and repair one well so we can have one working well for emergencies.  A motion was made by Thaler, second by Cunningham to abandon well #1 and well #2 and try and salvage well #3– all voted yes, motion carried.  

c. Park & Pool:  The city will be shutting down the old bathroom just before Halloween and the new one later this fall.

    City Administrator Report: Roland VanDerWerff stated that the city’s attorney was not present due to family obligations.  He also reminded the council that the South Dakota Municipal League was October 4-6.  Matt Brandt will be on the October 17th city council agenda to discuss the fire suppression agreement with the state of South Dakota. VanDerWerff told the council that he was approached by Tony Taylor with Koch Hazard Architects regarding a storm sewer addition from 1st street to Railroad Street on Eastern Avenue.  VanDerWerff has included this addition on the city’s DENR water plan grant application.

Water & Sewer:  Mitch Mergen gave a report on the new water tower project.  He stated that a weld still needs to be repaired on the new water tower and he has emailed the company regarding this.  He believes completion should be by the end of the month.

 Streets:  

      2006 Street Project:  Mitch Mergen gave an update on the street project.  Currently the crews are working on north Main Street.  Utilities are done but dirt work and curb and gutter needs to be completed.  

      Asphalt Testing:  Asphalt density tests on Main and 5th Street were not up to specs.  Mitch drafted a letter to Triple R and he will meet with them regarding this issue.

      Storm Sewer:  Tony Taylor with Koch Hazard Architects and Paul Gausman with the West Central School District addressed the council regard the installment of a storm sewer.  Currently a storm sewer runs halfway down that block.  Koch Hazard stated that this storm sewer needs to be in as soon as possible for work to continue on the construction of the new K2 school facility.  A motion was made by Thaler, second by Otheim to have the city provide 175’ of 24” pipe – all voted yes, motion carried. 

        Resolution 2006-10-02:  This resolution states that corner or multi frontage lots will receive a 50’ break total on assessment.  A motion was made by Thaler, second by Otheim to approve Resolution 2006-10-2 – all voted yes, motion carried.  

Old Business:  Craig Beaubien addressed the council and Paul Gausman of the West Central School District regarding his water damage problem from this spring.  The city council would like to discuss this with the city’s attorney and this matter will be addressed at the October 17th city council meeting.

New Business:   A motion was made by Swier, second by Otheim to approve a billboard lease for Super 8 for three years – all voted yes, motion carried.

Adjourn:  A motion was made by Swier, second by Otheim to enter into executive session for legal matters at 8:17 p.m.– all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Kane, second by Thaler to exit executive session at 8:39 p.m. – all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Thaler, second by Cunningham to adjourn at 8:40 p.m. – all voted yes, motion carried.

Minutes recorded by Teresa Sidel

