Hartford City Council Minutes – Regular Meeting December 19, 2006

Mayor Cecile Binkerd called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Hartford City Hall with the following present:  Mike Kane, Dan Thaler, Cindy Liesinger, Mike Swier and Phil Cunningham.  Wes Otheim was absent with notice.  Motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting was made by Kane, second by Liesinger – all voted yes, motion carried.  

Additions to the Agenda:  A motion was made by Thaler, second by Swier to add the December bill report to the agenda – all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Thaler, second by Swier to approve the city bills for December including $3350.00 to the City of Brandon for inspection fees – all voted yes, motion carried. A motion was made by Thaler, second by Cunningham to add Russ Englund to the agenda - all voted yes, motion carried.      

Correspondence: The city received a letter in regards to a building permit that required sidewalks – it will be addressed at the next meeting.

Visitors:   Russ Englund addressed the council with concerns regarding a trailer house owned by him.  The water was turned off at this residence.  Through an unknown source, the water got turned on again and this caused a pipe to freeze and break.  Englund believes that the cost to repair the damages outweighs the value of the trailer.  He would like to come to an agreement with the council to buy his trailer.  A motion was made by Liesinger, second by Thaler to table this issue until the January 2, 2007 meeting – Kane, Thaler, Liesinger, Swier voted yes, Cunningham voted no, motion carried.

Reports: 

    Planning and Zoning:  Planning and Zoning recommended the replat of Lot 6 & 7, Block 2 Cresswood Addition.  A motion was made by Liesinger, second by Cunningham to approve the replat of Lot 6 & 7, Block 2 Cresswood Addition as recommended by the Planning and Zoning Board – all voted yes, motion carried.      

      Maintenance Superintendent Report:  

a. Streets -Craig Wagner reported that Sioux Valley Electric has been working on the street lights to make sure all are working.  They will be blading the gravel roads the week of December 18th.  They will also be working on cutting the ditch by the Masonic Lodge.

b. Water & Sewer – InfraTech has grouted the manholes.  The city workers are in the process of installing radio meter readers – all is going well.  Badger meters came out last week and did a trial reading with the meters that have already been installed – everything worked properly.  Installation and training on the new meter software is scheduled for February 13th and 14th.

c.  Park & Pool:  Kids have been unplugging the lights for the decoration but no damage has been done.  Some ideas for next year were discussed – New picnic tables and a walking path.

     City Administrator Report: The HADC is still in the process of publishing a booklet to promote the city.  They has asked if the city is interested and placing an ad in this booklet.  A motion was made by Kane, second by Swier to place a half-page ad for the city at a cost of  $250.00 – all voted yes, motion carried. The HADC has also been in contact with Wild Horses Media discussing other ways to promote the city.  They would like to allow Wild Horses Media to renovate the city website at no cost to the city.  A motion was made by Thaler, second by Cunningham to allow the HADC to update the city website – all voted yes, motion carried.  VanDerWerff also reported that Fick Construction has received approval from the DOT for approaches off of Highway 38 and now they are addressing their water and sewer issues.

     Financial Report:  City Finance Officer, Teresa Sidel, ask the council to approve a transfer of $5526.00 from the contingency account to the following – Government Bldgs, $1800.00; Police Administration $875.00; Swimming pool $71.00; and Parks $2780.00.  A motion was made by Liesinger, second by Kane to approve these contingency transfers – all voted yes, motion carried.  An explanation to Supplemental Appropriations Ordinance 510 was given to each council member.

7:15 Hearing to transfer malt beverage license, Babes & Bubbas to Sports Edition:  A motion was made by Liesinger, second by Kane to approve the transfer of malt beverage license from Babes and Bubbas to Sports Edition – all voted yes, motion carried.

1st Reading of Ordinance 510-a supplemental appropriations for 2006 budget:  A motion was made by Thaler, second by Cunningham to approve the first reading of Ordinance 510- a supplemental appropriation for the 2006 budget – all voted yes, motion carried.

Water & Sewer:  A motion was made by Kane, second by Thaler to approve the consolidated grant application for $350,000.00 – all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Thaler, second by Kane to Adopt Resolution 2006-12-19 which states that the city is in support of filing for the consolidated grant – all voted yes, motion carried. 

Streets:  The council would like to see a light along 2nd Street in front of the current Middle school gym.  A letter of request will be sent to Sioux Valley Electric.  An inventory of the Christmas Decorations will be done and old ones will be replace as needed.

Parks and Pools:  No report

Old Business:  A policy to transfer sick leave was discussed.  A motion was made by Liesinger, second by Cunningham to approve the transfer of sick leave policy with a minimum of 8 hours to transfer from an employee’s sick and/or vacation time – all voted yes, motion carried. 

New Business: The city will try to sell any old meters or equipment that we will have.  Cindy Liesinger gave an update on the new fire station project.

Executive Session and Adjourn:  A motion was made by Kane, second by Liesinger to enter into executive session for legal matters at 7:38 p.m.– all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Thaler, second by Liesinger to exit executive session and adjourn at 8:07 - all voted yes, motion carried.

Minutes recorded by Teresa Sidel

