ORDINANCE NO. 586

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 6 – STREETS, SIDEWALKS AND PUBLIC PLACES 
OF THE  CITY OF HARTFORD’S ORDINANCES BY ADDING A NEW CHAPTER THERETO –
 6.07 -MAILBOXES

AN ORDINANCE ADDING A NEW SECTION TO CHAPTER 6 - SECTION 6.07 - MAILBOXES TO THE HARTFORD CITY ORDINANCES.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MUNICIPALITY OF HARTFORD, MINNEHAHA COUNTY, SOUTH DAKOTA.

CHAPTER 6.07 - MAILBOXES

Section 6.0701  Definitions

For use in this Chapter, the following terms are defined:

1. “Curbside Mailbox” means a mailbox consisting of a lightweight sheet metal or plastic box meeting the specifications of the United States Postal Service (USPS), which is erected at the edge of a roadway or curbside of a street and is mounted on a breakaway support post, and is intended or used for the collection of mail and is to be served by a mail carrier from a vehicle.
2. “Breakaway Support” means a supporting post which shall be no larger than a 4” x 4” wood post or a metal post with a strength no greater than a 2” diameter schedule 40 steel pipe and which is buried no more than 24” deep.  Such a support post shall not be set in concrete unless specifically designed as a breakaway support system.
3. “Custom-Build Mailbox” or “Non-Standard” means a mailbox erected at the edge of a roadway or curbside of a street constructed using materials that do not meet the definition of a “Curbside Mailbox” and “Breakaway Support”.
4. “Cluster-style mailbox” means a style whereby mailboxes, meeting the specifications of the United States Postal Service (USPS), are assembled and grouped together on a single area of land so that they are regarded as one unit. Cluster-style mailboxes must be approved by both the City and the USPS.
5. “Clear-Zone” means an unobstructed flat area adjacent to the traveled portion of a roadway that is used for the recovery of errant vehicles.


Section 6.0702  Visibility and Obstruction

All Mailboxes must be erected:

1. Away from the intersection of any street in order to prevent obstruction of free and clear vision; and 
2. Away from any location where, by reason of the position, shape or color, it may interfere with or obstruct the view of or be confused with any authorized traffic control device.
Section 6.0703  Curbside Mailbox Requirements

All newly constructed or replaced curbside mailboxes shall comply with the following installation requirements:

1. The bottom of the mailbox shall be 42” from the top of the curb.  On streets without curbs, the bottom of the mailbox shall be 48” from the street surface, as defined by USPS installation requirements.
2. Lateral placement of the mailbox shall be 6” to 8” from the face of the curb, as defined by USPS installation requirements.
3. The mailbox support post shall be of a “breakaway support” design.
4. The post-to-box attachment shall be of sufficient strength to prevent the box from separating from the post if a vehicle strikes the post.
5. Property owner shall be responsible for the maintenance of the curbside mailbox.

Section 6.0704  Custom-Built or Non-Standard Mailbox Requirements  

All newly constructed or replaced custom-built or non-standard mailboxes shall comply with the following installation requirements:

1. The structure supporting the mailbox shall be at least 8” from the back of curb.  No part of the custom-built or non-standard mailbox, except for the mailbox, shall be closer than 8” to the back of the curb.  The mailbox shall be installed within the structure at a height of 48” from the street surface and the lateral placement shall not exceed 8” from the back of the curb.
2. The mailbox structure shall not exceed the dimensions of 3 feet in width, 3 feet in depth, and 5 feet in height.  It shall not be permanently attached to the footing or the concrete pad it is placed upon.
3. Property owner shall be responsible for the maintenance of the custom-built or non-standard mailbox.  The City of Hartford will not be responsible for damage done to any custom-built or non-standard mailboxes per City of Hartford Policy 2011-1.

Section 6.0705  Cluster-Style Mailbox Requirements

All newly constructed or replaced cluster-style mailboxes shall comply with the following installation requirements:

1. Cluster-style mailboxes serving housing developments situated on any public street or roadway shall be located between the sidewalk and curb, outside of the three-foot (3’) clear zone.
2. Cluster-style mailboxes shall not be installed anywhere within a cul-de-sac or a circular offset cul-de-sac bulb.
3. Cluster-style boxes shall be located on property lines on the “No Parking” side of the street
4. Cluster-style mailboxes hall have a 4’ concrete access from the public street and the public sidewalk.  The location of the cluster-style mailbox is to be approved by the City of Hartford and the USPS.
5. The cost of installation, including but not limited to box units and concrete pad, shall be borne by the developer and subsequent maintenance shall be carried out by the USPS or assessed to the properties served by the cluster-style mailboxes.
6. No driveway or street access shall be constructed within 5 feet of a cluster-style mailbox.

Section 6.0706  General Requirements for New Mailboxes

All cost for materials and labor for the erection of any mailbox will be paid by the developer or resident.  All mailbox types and placement must be approved by the USPS and the City of Hartford.

Section 6.0707  Removal of Mailboxes

The City of Hartford may, at its discretion, remove or notify to remove any mailbox that is not in compliance with the requirements stated in this ordinance.  Before doing so, the City will provide prior notice to the affected resident(s).  


Section 6.0708  Replacement

The City of Hartford will not be responsible or liable for any damaged mailboxes of any type constructed within the right-of-way except as defined in Hartford City Policy 2011-1.  


Adopted this 2nd day of April, 2013.



__________________________________
Paul Zimmer, Mayor




(seal)



ATTEST: ____________________________________
Karen Wilber, Finance Officer
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