City Council Meeting – Regular Meeting February 2, 2010
Mayor Paul Zimmer called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at Hartford City Hall with the following city council members present:  Mike Swier, Bob Deelstra, Gail Olson-Duck, and Mike Kane with Mark Monahan arriving at 6:37 p.m.  Phil Cunningham was absent with notice.  Also present were City Administrator, Teresa Sidel, Finance Officer, Deb Macdonald, Assistant Public Works Superintendent, Neil Hanisch, along with Deputy Sheriff, Steve Maciejewski, City Attorney, Bob Frieberg, and City Engineer, Scott VanderMeulen.  

Executive Session:  A motion was made by Deelstra, second by Olson-Duck to enter into executive session for legal matters at 6:31 p.m. - all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Deelstra, second by Kane to exit executive session at 7:19 p.m. - all voted yes, motion carried.

With no additions to the agenda, a motion was made by Olson-Duck, second by Monahan to approve the agenda - all voted yes, motion carried.  

Ordinances and Hearings:  

Rezoning Hearing – Costello Properties and Letter of Support.  Joan Franken of Costello Companies presented plans for Deer Hollow Apartments-Phase II and explained the need for a letter of support from the City of Hartford.  After discussion by the council, a motion was made by Kane, second by Olson-Duck to approve the Deer Hollow Apartments-Phase II plans and to authorize Mayor Zimmer to sign a letter of support on behalf of the City of Hartford - all voted yes, motion carried.  


First Reading of Ordinance #552 – Rezoning.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Kane to approve first reading of Ordinance #552 - Rezoning of Lots 20, 22, 23, 24, and 25 in Block 4 of Western Meadows Addition from R1, Single Family Residential to R3, Multi-Family Residential – all voted yes, motion carried.

Old Business:

6th Street Sewer Backup:  Mayor Zimmer informed the 6th Street residents, who were in attendance, that the council unanimously agreed to submit a letter to the city’s insurance company requesting that the sewer backup claim be re-opened and re-investigated.  Jason Barbee and Diane Barbee expressed their concerns regarding this matter.

New Business:

Review Summer Job Descriptions and Pay Rates:  After review and discussion of summer job descriptions and pay rates, a motion was made by Monahan, second by Deelstra to increase the rate of pay for the Park Recreation Activities Coordinator to $8.25 per hour – all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Deelstra to increase the rate of pay for the Park Recreation Assistant to $7.25 per hour to comply with the minimum wage law – all voted yes, motion carried.

Employee Benefits-Insurance Quotes:  After review and discussion of life insurance quotes, a motion was made by Olson-Duck to authorize the city to pay 50% of the employee’s life insurance premium – motion failed for lack of a second.  After further discussion, a motion was made by Swier, second by Monahan to revisit the life insurance benefit issue at the time of pay raises – all voted yes, motion carried.

Approve Minutes of Previous Meetings:  A motion was made by Deelstra, second by Monahan to approve the January 5, 2010 regular meeting minutes – all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Olson-Duck, second by Deelstra to approve the January 19, 2010 regular meeting minutes – Monahan and Kane abstained, with all others voting yes, motion failed for lack of quorum.  A motion was made by Kane, second by Monahan to table approval of the January 19, 2010 minutes until the next council meeting – all voted yes, motion carried.

Reports: 

HADC Report:  Clay Wilfahrt updated the council on the Housing Committee’s plans and on several business leads/contacts.  He reported that a new member joined HADC in January.  In addition, the Marketing Committee is working on a new TV commercial and a new Hartford area telephone book as well as planning a possible July 3rd celebration with a local business.  

Sheriff’s Deputy Report:  Deputy Maciejewski reported that there was a day time burglary in Hartford last week.  In addition, two suspects have been arrested in regards to the break-in of various storage units in the Hartford area. 
Fire Department Report:  Fire Chief, Kelly Boysen reported that the Fire Station Building Committee met in January and they plan to seek alternative funding.  Ray Schulte, a 33-year fire department member, has recently retired.  A retirement party is scheduled for February 20th at the American Legion.  A letter will be sent out regarding the Annual Dinner/Dance to be held on March 6th.  This letter will also contain new member recruitment information.  Boysen also suggested that local organization information could be listed in the proposed new Hartford area telephone book.

Public Works Superintendent Report: 
Streets – Hanisch reported that the crew has been removing snow around intersections and will continue to haul snow throughout the winter.  When the weather warms up, the city will continue scrapping streets.

Water & Sewer –The city has finished discharging pond #3 and it is ready for the spring thaw.  Hanisch informed the council of a service line break located near Second Street and Oaks Avenue.
Parks & Pool – The pool pump is being repaired.

Public Buildings – Hanisch noted that shelving was constructed in the garage area of City Hall for storing records.  Discussion was held between the council and Hanisch regarding the city council drop box, City Hall holiday decorations, and snow removal equipment.

City Engineer Report:  Scott VanderMuelen of Banner Associates reported he met with city staff and the SRTS-Phase 1 bid date was set for February 25th.  In addition, VanderMuelen is working with the geotechnical engineer for finalization of the SRTS-Phase 2 soil study and the design process continues along with utility coordination at the bridge site.  The FEMA LOMR preliminary report has been provided to the city for review and approval.  VanderMuelen reviewed plans for Western Meadows Phase 2 as well as met with the city to review a subdivision assurance agreement and to review an asphalt paving timeline.
Finance Officer Report:  Macdonald provided information regarding HADC’s reimbursement of unused 2009 allocated funds and reported that January month-end financials are complete.  In addition, the deadline to submit nominating petitions is February 26th at 5:00 p.m. and election workers have been contacted.  Mayor Zimmer appointed Marilyn Hobbs (Ward 1), Carol Schutte (Ward 3), and Pat Tammen (alternate) as election workers.  A motion was made by Kane, second by Monahan to approve Mayor Zimmer’s election board appointments - all voted yes, motion carried.  Minnehaha County has scheduled March 15th–19th, 2010 for equalization meetings.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Olson-Duck to set Hartford’s 2010 equalization meeting for March 15th beginning at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall – all voted yes, motion carried.
City Administrator Report: Sidel reported that the city still has not received any word on the Fire Station grant; however a decision is expected this month.  The bid opening for SRTS-Round 1 sidewalks will be held on February 25th with bid results to be presented for council review and approval on March 2nd.  Banner Associates is currently working on SRTS-Round 2 designs.  Sidel informed the council that AT&T has inquired about the possibility of placing a cell phone antenna on the new water tower.  In addition, she provided council room furniture prices and information.  After discussion and review, it was the consensus of the council that Sidel purchase 7 council chairs and obtain quotes for a custom made podium and council table.
City Council Reports: 

Ward 1:  No report

Ward 2:   Monahan reported that a Bike/Rec Trail Committee Meeting will be held on February 18th at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.

Ward 3:   Swier noted that the Jamboree Committee will meet on February 8th and a Sports & Rec Complex Meeting is scheduled for February 10th, both to be held at City Hall.
 Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Zimmer reported that a Vision Team Meeting will be held at City Hall on February 3rd at 6:00 p.m.  Discussion was held on remodeling the finance office as well as insulating City Hall.  A motion was made by Olson-Duck, second by Deelstra to authorize spending up to $2,000 for the purchase and installation of insulation at City Hall – Kane voted no, with all others voting yes – motion carried.
Adjourn:  A motion was made by Olson-Duck, second by Monahan to adjourn at 8:52 p.m. – all voted yes, motion carried.

Minutes recorded by Finance Officer, Deb Macdonald.

I, the undersigned, Debra L. Macdonald, Finance Officer in and for the City of Hartford, South Dakota, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes which is on file at the Municipal Finance Office.

____________________________________                            

Debra L. Macdonald, Finance Officer
