City Council Meeting – Regular Meeting May 4, 2010

Mayor Paul Zimmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Hartford City Hall with the following city council members present:  Mike Swier, Mark Monahan, Bob Deelstra, Gail Olson-Duck, Phil Cunningham, and Mike Kane.  Also present were City Administrator, Teresa Sidel, Finance Officer, Deb Macdonald, Public Works Superintendent, Craig Wagner, along with Deputy Sheriff, Steve Maciejewski and City Engineers, Scott VanderMeulen and Carrie Buthie.  

Additions to the Agenda:  Mayor Zimmer requested that personnel matters be added to the agenda and addressed in Executive Session.  A motion was made by Olson-Duck, second by Deelstra to add personnel matters to Executive Session - all voted yes, motion carried.  

Approve Agenda:  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Olson-Duck to approve the agenda with the addition - all voted yes, motion carried.  

Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting:  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Kane to approve the April 20, 2010 regular meeting minutes – Deelstra abstained with all others voting yes, motion carried. 


Old Business:

Grass Dumpsters:  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Deelstra to approve providing a grass dumpster on a trail basis and to authorize Craig Wagner to discontinue this service, when necessary – Swier voted no with all others voting yes, motion carried.

Presentation of Plaques:  Mayor Zimmer presented appreciation plaques to outgoing council members, Phil Cunningham and Mike Kane.  On behalf of the city, Cunningham and Kane were thanked for their years of service and dedication to the city.
Oath of Office for Newly Elected Council Members:  Bob Deelstra, Leah Johnson, and Eric Bartmann took their oath of office and were sworn in as council members for a two-year term.

Adjourn as Old Council:  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Deelstra to adjourn at 7:10 p.m. as old council – all voted yes, motion carried.

New Council:
The new council reconvened at 7:14 p.m. with Mayor Paul Zimmer calling the meeting to order.  The following city council members were present:  Mike Swier, Mark Monahan, Bob Deelstra, Gail Olson-Duck, Leah Johnson, and Eric Bartmann.  

Ordinances and Hearings:  

7:15 Hearing - Special Events Permit for Hartford Jamboree Day 2010.  The Jamboree Committee submitted an Application for Use of Alcoholic Beverages in a Public Area and Special Events Permit for June 18-19, 2010.  This license would allow alcohol consumption on public property.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Johnson to approve the Jamboree Committee’s application for consumption of alcoholic beverages on Main Avenue, between 2nd and Menth, on June 18, 2010 from 6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. and on Main Avenue, between 2nd and Menth, and in the City Park from 8:00 a.m. on June 19, 2010 to 1:00 a.m. on June 20, 2010 - all voted yes, motion carried.

New Business:

Mayor Zimmer expressed great satisfaction on the progress that was made during the last year.  He addressed the council and encouraged progressive forward thinking.  In addition, Mayor Zimmer stressed the importance of a good working relationship with all city entities and committees.   
Election of Council President:  Mayor Zimmer entertained nominations for city council president.  Mark Monahan was nominated.  A motion was made by Bartmann, second by Olson-Duck to cease nominations – all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Johnson, second by Deelstra to nominate Mark Monahan as city council president – Monahan abstained with all others voting yes, motion carried.

Election of Council Vice President:  Mayor Zimmer entertained nominations for city council vice president.  Mike Swier was nominated.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Bartmann to cease nominations – al voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Deelstra, second by Monahan to nominate Mike Swier as city council vice president – Swier abstained with all others voting yes, motion carried.

Mayor Committee Appointments:  Mayor Zimmer appointed Mike Swier and Bob Deelstra to the Sports and Rec Complex Committee.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Johnson to approve the appointments to the Sports and Rec Complex Committee – all voted yes, motion carried.  Mayor Zimmer appointed Gail Olson-Duck and Mark Monahan to the Bike/Rec Trail Committee.  A motion was made by Bartmann, second by Deelstra to approve the appointments to the Bike/Rec Trail Committee – all voted yes, motion carried.  Mayor Zimmer appointed Mike Swier and Eric Bartmann to the Drive to Revive Downtown Committee.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Deelstra to approve the appointments to the Drive to Revive Downtown Committee – all voted yes, motion carried.  Mayor Zimmer appointed Eric Bartmann and Leah Johnson to the Fire Department Building Committee.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Swier to approve the appointments to the Fire Department Building Committee – all voted yes, motion carried.  Mayor Zimmer appointed Mark Monahan to the Vision Team.  A motion was made by Olson-Duck, second by Bartmann to approve the appointment of Mark Monahan to the Vision Team - Monahan abstained with all others voting yes, motion carried.  Mayor Zimmer appointed Mike Swier to serve as an alternate on the Vision Team.  A motion was made by Olson-Duck, second by Monahan to approve the appointment of Mike Swier as alternate to the Vision Team – all voted yes, motion carried.  Mayor Zimmer appointed the entire city council to attend HADC meetings on a rotating basis.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Deelstra to approve appointments to the HADC meetings – all voted yes, motion carried.  Mayor Zimmer informed the council that he would be attending School Board meetings on a quarterly basis.

Visitors:  On behalf of the Bike/Rec Trail, Warren DeCou, Chairman and Melissa Eichmann, Member informed the council and those in attendance that the Committee has applied for a grant to place a trail along Highway 38 from Hartford Heights to 2nd Street.  Plans for a second phase were also discussed.

Reports: 

HADC Report:  Clay Wilfahrt updated the council on several business leads/contacts, on a hotel feasibility study, on the strategic retreat held in April, on the recently attended GOED Conference, and on Gillespie Small Engine’s ribbon cutting.  In April, two new members joined HADC bringing the total to 49.  The Hartford area telephone book will be distributed in August.  Wilfahrt thanked the volunteers who assisted with Clean-Up Day and thanked outgoing council members, Kane and Cunningham, as well as welcomed new council members, Bartmann and Johnson.  
On behalf of the HADC, Bill Zortmann discussed the marketing committee’s efforts and encouraged the council to attend at least one marketing meeting per year.  

Sheriff’s Deputy Report:  Deputy Maciejewski reported that the speed trailer was located in different areas of town for approximately a month.  He reported that several burglaries and break-ins have occurred recently and reminded citizens to lock their vehicles, homes, and garages.  
Fire Department Report:  Fire Chief, Kelly Boysen thanked Cunningham and Kane for serving on the Fire Station Building Committee.  He welcomed Bartmann and Johnson to the city council and looks forward to working with them on the Fire Station Building Committee.  Boysen reported that the department has responded to a total of 72 calls:  EMS 56 (78%) and fire 16 (22%) – 38 or 58% of those were calls within the city.  At this time last year, the department responded to 75 calls.  In addition, Boysen thanked the HADC and volunteers who organized and helped at Clean-Up Day.  He noted that Barb Thaler conducted CPR training for lifeguards.
Public Works Superintendent Report: 
Streets – Wagner reported that maintenance continues on gravel roads with mag water expected later this month or early June.  Mike Smith of The Family Farm has planted boulevard trees and will be replacing those that did not survive.  The mosquito sprayer has been calibrated and larva side briquettes set out.  The crew will be removing the park approach at 4th Street this week.
Water & Sewer – Wagner reported that pond #3 will be tested, quarterly DMR reports came back satisfactory, and the permit for the Disinfectant Byproduct Rule has been submitted.  Wagner has updated the inventory and has been working with a developer along Highway 38 by the golf course.  A letter will be sent to customers regarding the change from chlorine to chloramines.  Wagner is planning to demonstrate a backhoe. 
Parks & Pool – Painting at the swimming pool should be completed this week with cleaning to follow.  The counter in the shelter at Turtle Creek has been installed and work will begin on the ball diamond next week.

Discussion was held between the council and Wagner regarding a mag water alternative, city owned equipment, chloramines, and sewer lines.

 City Engineer Report:  Scott VanderMuelen reported that a pre-construction meeting was held with R&R Concrete and the SRTS-Phase 1 sidewalk project is scheduled to start next week.  The DOT has provided information on crossing signals and drafting will begin.  The city engineer and FEMA maintain contact regarding the LOMR submittal.  In addition, the South Main Addition developer and the landowner have been communicating.  VanderMuelen expressed appreciation to SECOG and everyone involved in getting the Recreational Trail Grant Application completed.  The West Central School gymnasium addition plans have been reviewed.

Finance Officer Report:  Macdonald reported that the annual work comp audit has been completed, health insurance premiums will decrease for the upcoming year, and the annual drinking water quality report has been finalized.  In addition, Macdonald presented the council with information on the Human Resource School and Finance Officers’ School to be held in Mitchell June 15-18, 2010.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Deelstra to allow Macdonald to attend the SDML Finance Officer’s School in Mitchell June 16-18, 2010 – all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Bartmann, second by Johnson to allow City Administrator, Teresa Sidel to attend the SDML Human Resource School in Mitchell June 15-16, 2010 – all voted yes, motion carried.

City Administrator Report: Regarding SRTS-Phase 1, Sidel reported that a pre-construction meeting was held, sidewalk construction will begin the week of May 3rd, park sidewalks will not be laid until after Jamboree Days, work continues on the crossing signals, and paid invoices have been submitted for reimbursement.  The city engineer continues work on SRTS-Phase 2.  The council table, podium, and chairs should be in place before the next council meeting.  The Planning & Zoning Board is planning to review the current comprehensive plan and has invited council members to their meeting on May 25th.  Olson-Duck, Deelstra, and Johnson agreed to attend the meeting.  Sidel gave an update on the Mundt Building and provided a copy of the Code Enforcer/Building Inspector Report to the council.  The finance office remodel project is complete and came in under budget.  
City Council Reports: 

Ward 1:  Olson-Duck reported that activity has increased in the park and requested that signage be placed in the park due to excessive littering.  Deelstra noted that the road is deteriorating at Highway 38 and the Colton Road.  Wagner will contact the appropriate agencies.
 
Ward 2:   Monahan commended Mr. Obenauer on the Mundt Building progress and thanked Warren DeCou and the entire Bike/Rec Trail Committee for all their hard work.  Johnson reported that the fire department responded to a medical call in her area.
Ward 3:   Swier reported that the Sports and Rec Complex meeting with land owners was very positive and he thanked the committee.  Bartmann informed the council that the Drive to Revive Downtown Committee will be hosting a fundraiser golf tournament on July 24th.  Proceeds will be used to purchase trash receptacles for downtown.

 Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Zimmer expressed appreciation and thanked outgoing council members, Phil Cunningham and Mike Kane for their time, service, and dedication to the City of Hartford over the past 6 years.  In addition, Mayor Zimmer welcomed Leah Johnson and Eric Bartmann to the city council.  Mayor Zimmer recognized and commended the city council, the city staff, Planning & Zoning Board, Fire Department, HADC, and all the committees affiliated with the city along with City Engineer, Banner Associates for their dedication and for a successful and progressive past year.
Executive Session:  A motion was made by Olson-Duck, second by Deelstra to enter into executive session for personnel matters at 8:42 p.m. - all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Deelstra to exit executive session at 9:00 p.m. - all voted yes, motion carried.  
Adjourn:  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Deelstra to adjourn at 9:01 p.m. – all voted yes, motion carried.

Minutes recorded by Finance Officer, Deb Macdonald.

I, the undersigned, Debra L. Macdonald, Finance Officer in and for the City of Hartford, South Dakota, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes which is on file at the Municipal Finance Office.

____________________________________                            

Debra L. Macdonald, Finance Officer
