City Council Meeting – Regular Meeting April 20, 2010

Mayor Paul Zimmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Hartford City Hall with the following city council members present:  Mike Swier, Mark Monahan, Gail Olson-Duck, Phil Cunningham, and Mike Kane.  Bob Deelstra was absent with notice.  Also present were City Administrator, Teresa Sidel, Finance Officer, Deb Macdonald, Public Works Superintendent, Craig Wagner, along with City Attorney, Larry Nelson, and City Engineer, Scott VanderMeulen.  


Old Business:

Planning & Zoning Bylaws:  A motion was made by Kane, second by Monahan to approve changing the Planning & Zoning Bylaws based upon recommendations by the Planning & Zoning Board and City Attorney Larry Nelson – all voted yes, motion carried.

New Business:

Approve Bills Submitted for Payment:  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Olson-Duck to approve bills submitted for payment – all voted yes, motion carried.    

Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting:  A motion was made by Olson-Duck, second by Monahan to approve the April 6, 2010 regular meeting minutes – all voted yes, motion carried. 

Correspondence:  An article focusing on the efforts of the Hartford Area Development Corporation was featured in the “County Perspectives”, a newsletter of economic development in Lincoln and Minnehaha Counties.

Ordinances and Hearings:  

Resolution 2010-1, Recreation Trail Sponsorship.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Olson-Duck to authorize Mayor Zimmer to sign Resolution #2010-1, which supports the Recreational Trails Program Grant Application Sponsorship – all voted yes, motion carried.

Reports: 

Public Works Superintendent Report: 
Streets – Wagner reported that street sweeping has been completed and the city will be repainting center stripes, crossing marks, and corners at intersections and hydrants this spring.  Wagner is researching a different mag water product and is creating a plan to comply with new DOT retro-reflectivity sign requirements.  A Tree Board Meeting was held last week.  Mike Smith will begin planting boulevard trees this week and should finish by April 30th.  On Arbor Day, trees will be delivered to all 3rd graders.

Water & Sewer – Wagner reported that sewer flows continue to decrease and several residential sump pumps will be inspected.  The DENR provided information on a new discharge permit.  Wagner attended a meeting with SD Rural Water.  Work will begin on the next stage of the Disinfectant Byproduct Rule.

Parks & Pool – The crew has begun working in the park.  The swimming pool has been sand blasted and will be painted.  Wagner reported he has been approached about the city possibly providing a grass dumpster this spring.  After discussion by the council, a motion was made by Monahan, second by Cunningham to authorize the city to arrange for a grass dumpster as a service to the residents – Swier and Olson-Duck voted no with Monahan, Kane, and Cunningham voting yes, motion failed for lack of voting quorum.  
Discussion was held between the council and Wagner regarding the skateboard ramps, the skateboard park lighting, the removal of the park driveway at Fourth Street, city owned equipment, and City Hall air conditioning units.  
City Engineer Report:  Scott VanderMuelen reported that SRTS-Phase 1 contract documents have been executed by the City and a pre-construction meeting has been scheduled for April 29th with the project to tentatively begin on May 1st.  The DOT is expected to provide additional information on the approved crossing signals.  Bridge work continues on SRTS-Phase 2.  VanderMuelen has been in contact with FEMA regarding their review comments and is currently preparing a letter to address the comments and to stress the critical timeline of the LOMR submittal.  In addition, VanderMuelen, Wagner, and Developer, Larry Kolterman met regarding the drainage issue in the South Main Addition.  Kolterman will be provided another Indemnification and Hold Harmless Agreement for review and execution.  VanderMuelen and Wagner met with Chuck Vockrodt regarding his proposed building site in the North Community 2nd Addition and discussed future streets and alignment concerns.  VanderMuelen has been working with SECOG on the Recreational Trail Grant Application.

Finance Officer Report:  The municipal election was held on April 13th.  Macdonald presented the unofficial election results which reflected a 10.1% voter turnout.  The City Council opened the poll book and verified the election results.  Results of Ward 2 - Leah Johnson 38 votes and Phil Cunningham 26 votes.  Results of Ward 3 - Bartmann 81 votes and Mark Jensen 15 votes.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Olson-Duck to accept the official canvas of votes – all voted yes, motion carried.  Macdonald reported that malt beverage licenses have been sent to businesses and a hearing will be held on June 1, 2010.  The swimming pool is scheduled to open on May 21st with two sessions of lessons being planned.  The park recreation program will run from June 14th – July 9th this year.

City Administrator Report: Sidel reported that Hartford was not awarded any grant money for a new fire station.  In addition, the City Engineer is following through on SRTS-Phase 1 contract documents and is working on SRTS-Phase 2 bridge design.  Sidel informed the council that Clean-Up Day on May 1st will be conducted the same as in previous years, the Women of Today have invited the council to act as Jamboree Day parade judges, and Chuck Vockrodt’s building proposal has been placed on hold.  In addition, the council table and podium will be completed by April 30th and chairs will be purchased.
City Council Reports: 

Ward 1:  No report
 
Ward 2:   Monahan updated the council on possible property acquisitions pertaining to the proposed Bike/Rec Trail.  The Committee has been working with SECOG and the city engineer to complete the grant application.  

Ward 3:   Swier noted that a Sports & Rec Complex Meeting will be held on April 21st and a meeting with landowners set for Monday, April 26th.

 Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Zimmer sent a letter of recommendation to the Game, Fish, & Parks regarding the Multi-Use Recreational Trail.  In addition, he read a Proclamation declaring April 30th as Arbor Day.  Mayor Zimmer reported that the HADC will be providing one free Hartford area telephone book to each residence.  Additional books may be purchased at a cost of $4 each.  Matt Bettcher and Marty Seten will serve as new co-chairmen of the Drive to Revive Downtown Committee.  . 

Executive Session:  A motion was made by Olson-Duck, second by Kane to enter into executive session for legal and personnel matters at 7:58 p.m. - all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Kane to exit executive session at 8:33 p.m. - all voted yes, motion carried.  City Attorney, Larry Nelson received communication from Paul Linde, Attorney for the City, regarding sewer backup claims.  Nelson informed the council that the 6th Street sewer backup claims have been denied by Continental Western.  Nelson asked City Administrator, Teresa Sidel, to notify the homeowners of the claim denial.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Kane to increase Casey Wolles’ pay rate for Park Recreation Program Activities Coordinator to $9.50 per hour, which will reflect her years of service to the city – all voted yes, motion carried.  

Adjourn:  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Olson-Duck to adjourn at 8:34 p.m. – all voted yes, motion carried.

Minutes recorded by Finance Officer, Deb Macdonald.

I, the undersigned, Debra L. Macdonald, Finance Officer in and for the City of Hartford, South Dakota, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes which is on file at the Municipal Finance Office.

____________________________________                            

Debra L. Macdonald, Finance Officer
