City Council Meeting – Regular Meeting April 6, 2010
Mayor Paul Zimmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Hartford City Hall with the following city council members present:  Mike Swier, Mark Monahan, Bob Deelstra, Gail Olson-Duck, Phil Cunningham, and Mike Kane.  Also present were City Administrator, Teresa Sidel, Finance Officer, Deb Macdonald, Public Works Superintendent, Craig Wagner, along with Deputy Sheriff, Steve Maciejewski, City Attorney Larry Nelson, and City Engineer, Scott VanderMeulen.  

New Business:

Bike Trail Plans/Funds:  On behalf of the Bike/Rec Trail Committee, Liaison and Councilperson Mark Monahan gave the council an update on the incorporation status, grant application process, and possible property acquisitions.  A motion was made by Kane, second by Deelstra to grant permission for the Bike/Rec Trail Committee to pursue funding for a trail from Hartford Heights to the city limits - Monahan abstained with all others voting yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Kane, second by Deelstra to authorize payment of fees associated with obtaining the 501(3)C status and Articles of Incorporation from funds allocated to the Bike/Rec Trail Committee – Monahan abstained with all others voting yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Deelstra, second by Swier to authorize Banner Associates to perform preliminary engineering services for the Bike/Rec Trail Committee as part of the grant application process - Monahan abstained with all others voting yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Kane, second by Deelstra to authorize payment of preliminary engineering services in the amount of $2,300 for the completion of the grant application from funds allocated to the Bike/Rec Trail Committee - Monahan abstained with all others voting yes, motion carried.    
Planning & Zoning Bylaws:  Planning & Zoning Bylaws were presented to the council for review and approval.  A motion was made by Kane, second by Monahan to table approving the Planning & Zoning Bylaws until next meeting to allow the city attorney time to make recommended changes – all voted yes, motion carried.

Assurance Agreement:  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Olson-Duck to approve changing the Assurance Agreement based upon recommendations by the Planning & Zoning Board – all voted yes, motion carried.

Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting:  A motion was made by Deelstra, second by Olson-Duck to approve the March 16, 2010 regular meeting minutes – Cunningham abstained with all others voting yes, motion carried. 

Correspondence:  Hartford has been recognized by the Arbor Day Foundation as a 2009 Tree City USA community.  Congratulations were extended by Mayor Zimmer to the local Tree Board.
 

Ordinances and Hearings:  

Second Reading of Ordinance #551 – Living in Vehicles.  A motion was made by Swier, second by Olson-Duck to approve and adopt second reading of Ordinance #551 – Living in Vehicles – Monahan voted no with all others voting yes, motion  carried. 

Second Reading of Ordinance #553 – Rural Service District.  A motion was made by Deelstra, second by Monahan to approve and adopt second reading of Ordinance #553 – Rural Service District – all voted yes, motion carried.

7:15 Hearing – Transfer Malt Beverage License to Harms Oil Company.  A hearing was held to consider the malt beverage license transfer to Harms Oil Company.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Deelstra to approve transferring the malt beverage license from HOC Properties II, Inc. to Harms Oil Company – all voted yes, motion carried. 

Visitors:

Chuck Vockrodt – Proposal for Building Site:  Chuck Vockrodt and Ron Healy presented plans for construction of a building on property located east of Master Tech.  After discussion by the council, a motion was made by Monahan, second by Kane to refer owners Chuck Vockrodt and Ron Healy along with the City Engineer and Public Works Superintendent to the next Planning & Zoning Meeting to present and discuss the proposal - all voted yes, motion carried.
Sixth Street Sewer Backup Claim:  Chris Woslager addressed the council regarding the status of the sewer back-up claims previously submitted.  

Reports: 

HADC Report:  Clay Wilfahrt updated the council on the Housing Committee’s plans, on several business leads/contacts, and on the Hartford area telephone book.  In March, two new members joined HADC bringing the total to 47.  In addition, HADC has received positive feedback regarding the TV commercial which includes the vet clinic testimonial.  Wilfahrt asked permission to use city equipment and city staff to assist with the Clean-Up Day on May 1, 2010.  A motion was made by Olson-Duck, second by Deelstra to authorize use of city equipment for Clean-Up Day and approve payment of wages to city staff who volunteer to work and operate city equipment – all voted yes, motion carried. 

Sheriff’s Deputy Report:  Deputy Maciejewski reported that March was a busy month.  The speed trailer will be placed in the school zone this week.  In addition, Maciejewski informed the council that a trailer home involved in a police incident will be removed from the trailer park.


Fire Department Report:  Fire Chief, Kelly Boysen updated the council on the fundraiser held in March and reported that he has received no word on the fire station grant.  In addition, he will be gathering building information for alternate funding.

Public Works Superintendent Report: 
Streets – Wagner reported that street sweeping will be done this week and the city will be repainting center stripes, crossing marks, and corners at intersections and hydrants this spring.  A Tree Board Meeting will be held this week and trees have been ordered.  Terry Hagen and Phil Cunningham volunteered to deliver trees to 3rd grade classes on Arbor Day, April 30th.  Wagner presented price information to the council on chip sealing, mag water, crack sealing, and a ¾ ton pickup.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Deelstra to approve Topkote’s chip sealing bid, to purchase mag water from Bumblebee Gibson, and to authorize crack sealing by Highway Improvements – all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Olson-Duck, second by Cunningham to authorize purchasing a ¾ ton pickup from Boyer Ford in the amount of $22,896 – Kane, Deelstra, and Monahan voted no with Cunningham, Olson-Duck, and Swier voting yes - Mayor Zimmer cast a tie-breaking vote of yes, motion passed.  

Water & Sewer – Wagner reported that sewer flows have dropped in half since the last meeting, but are still higher than normal.  Wagner and the Code Enforcer will be inspecting approximately 44 residences, re-sealing any broken sump pump seals, and issuing warning letters. 

Hiring recommendations were presented for the positions of Lifeguards, Public Works Assistants, Park Recreation Program Activities Coordinator, and Park Recreation Program Assistants.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Deelstra to approve Lifeguard hiring recommendations as presented to the council, to include hiring Ryan Auble at a rate of $7.75 per hour; Andrew Johannsen at a rate of $8.00 per hour; Dalton Kuehl at a rate of $7.25 per hour; Christine Lebeda at a rate of $7.75 per hour; Kelli Lowry at a rate of $8.50 per hour; Kami Peters at a rate of $8.25 per hour; Jennifer Stofferahn at a rate of $8.25 per hour; Kelsey Wagner at a rate of $8.00 per hour; and Dustin Wheeler at a rate of $9.25 per hour - all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Olson-Duck to approve Public Works Assistants hiring recommendations as presented to the council, to include hiring Ryan Eldredge at the rate of $9.50 per hour; Brent Hanisch at the rate of $9.50 per hour; Mike Kadinger at the rate of $9.75 per hour; Michael Tuch at the rate of $9.50 per hour; Harry Roso at the rate of $9.50 as well as alternates Tyler Miles, Steven Hatch, and Mike Kapperman all at the rate of $9.00 per hour – all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Deelstra to approve hiring Casey Wolles as Park Recreation Program Activities Coordinator at the rate of $8.25 per hour – all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Swier, second Kane to approve Park Recreation Program Assistants hiring recommendations as presented to the council, to include hiring McKenzie Monahan at the rate of $7.75 per hour and Ashley Matthies at a rate of $7.25 per hour – Monahan abstained with all others voting yes – motion carried. 
Parks & Pool – It was the consensus of the council to authorize the maintenance crew to remove the driveway into the park at Fourth Street.

City Engineer Report:  Scott VanderMuelen of Banner Associates reported that the DOT approved awarding the SRTS Phase 1 sidewalk bid to R&R Concrete, Inc.  Contract documents have been sent to the contractor for execution.  DOT denied the request for additional Phase 1 sidewalks.  VanderMuelen has been in contact with FEMA regarding the LOMR submittal.  He has also made contact with the developer of the South Main Addition.  Developer, Larry Kolterman was in attendance and will schedule a meeting for Friday with the City Engineer.  In addition, VanderMuelen prepared cost estimates for the Bike/Rec Trail Committee regarding their grant application and followed up with SECOG.  DOT denied a request to install sidewalks along Highway 38 at the DOT’s expense.

Finance Officer Report:  Macdonald reported that March financials and quarterly payroll reports are complete and provided end of the quarter investment figures.  Gary Larson, CPA has completed the 2009 audit and will forward the report to the Department of Legislative Audit for review.  An election board meeting will be held this week to review election procedures/policies and to count official ballots for the municipal election to be held on Tuesday, April 13th.  Macdonald reminded the council that the Elected Officials Workshop is scheduled for April 24th in Pierre.
 
City Administrator Report: Sidel gave an update on the fire station grant, finance office remodel project, and sewer blockage issue.  The SRTS Committee denied the city’s request to put in additional sidewalks or expand the width on proposed sidewalks as well as denied a request to add lighting to the bridge.  Sidel reported that street light poles could be erected at the city’s expense through Sioux Valley Energy.  

City Council Reports: 

Ward 1:  No report
 
Ward 2:   Congratulations were extended by Monahan to National Honor Society recipients of West Central High School.  

Ward 3:   Swier noted that a Sports & Rec Complex Meeting will be held on April 7th immediately following the Drive to Revive Downtown Meeting.  Kane reported that he will be speaking to Mrs. Bohl’s classes at West Central High School on April 12th and 13th regarding active citizens.
 Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Zimmer read a Proclamation declaring May 1st as Silver Star Banner Day.  Discussion was held on placing and maintaining a small baseball diamond near Turtle Creek Park.  A motion was made by Swier, second by Monahan to grant city staff permission to level the land north of the cemetery at a minimal expense to accommodate a future baseball field – Kane voted no with all others voting yes, motion carried. 

Adjourn:  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Deelstra to adjourn at 9:01 p.m. – all voted yes, motion carried.

Minutes recorded by Finance Officer, Deb Macdonald.

I, the undersigned, Debra L. Macdonald, Finance Officer in and for the City of Hartford, South Dakota, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes which is on file at the Municipal Finance Office.

____________________________________                            

Debra L. Macdonald, Finance Officer
