City Council Meeting – Regular Meeting January 5, 2010
Mayor Paul Zimmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Hartford City Hall with the following city council members present:  Mike Swier, Bob Deelstra, Phil Cunningham, and Mike Kane with Mark Monahan arriving at 7:05 p.m.  Gail Olson-Duck was absent with notice.  Also present were City Administrator, Teresa Sidel, Finance Officer, Deb Macdonald, Public Works Superintendent, Craig Wagner, along with Deputy Sheriff, Steve Maciejewski, City Attorney, Larry Nelson, and City Engineer, Scott VanderMeulen.  

New Business:

Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting:  A motion was made by Deelstra, second by Swier to approve the December 15, 2009 regular meeting minutes – all voted yes, motion carried.

Ordinances and Hearings:  

7:15 p.m. Hearing for Garbage License Renewals.  A 7:15 p.m. hearing was held to consider garbage hauling license renewals.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Deelstra to approve the 2010 garbage hauling license renewals for Novak Sanitary Service, R&S Sanitation, Inc., and RBS Sanitation – all voted yes, motion carried. 

Reports: 

HADC Report:  Clay Wilfahrt presented a 2009 HADC Membership Report and Progress Report and reported that the first Housing Committee Meeting will be held on January 18th.  In addition, the HADC has received positive feedback that the TV commercials have been an effective way to promote Hartford.  Wilfahrt was pleased with the number of participants in the holiday lighting contest.  This year’s winners were 402 Emma Drive (residence) and Hartford Building Center (business).  
Fire Department Report:  Fire Chief, Kelly Boysen was present and gave the council 2009 statistics for fire calls, EMS calls, and training hours.  Boysen reported that the fire department currently has approximately 36 members.  Discussion was held on ways in which to increase membership.  Mayor Zimmer appointed council members, Mike Kane and Phil Cunningham, to serve on a Fire Department Membership Drive Committee and to work directly with Boysen.  
Sheriff’s Deputy Report:  Deputy Maciejewski reported that the Sheriff’s Department has received several reported thefts and vandalism involving storage units in the Hartford area.  If anyone sees any suspicious activity, he encourages residents to contact the non-emergency number.  Maciejewski noted that the previous snow emergencies produced three parking violations for obstructing snow removal.  

Public Works Superintendent Report: 
Streets – Wagner reported the sander chain has been replaced, the snow plow will be repaired, and mailboxes damaged during the last snow removal have been fixed.  The city is in the process of removing snow from intersections and as a courtesy, snow has been cleared around fire hydrants.  
Water & Sewer – Wagner noted that the sewer lift pump has been reassembled and is in good working order.  The city has discharged pond #3, moved water from pond #2 to #3, and will be ready to discharge again if samples come back within limits.

Public Buildings – Wagner informed the council that the city hall remodel project is complete other than painting the small meeting room, which is expected to be done this week.

City Engineer Report:  Scott VanderMeulen of Banner Associates reported that final changes to the SRTS Phase 1 plans are being completed in anticipation of advertising and bidding with dates to be coordinated with the city.  Surveying for the FEMA LOMR has been completed.  The City Engineer informed the council of his contact with the developer of the South Main Addition regarding the drainage issue.  In addition, VanderMeulen assisted the HADC with a site layout.  After explanation from the engineer and discussion by the council, a motion was made by Swier, second by Kane to approve the SRTS Round 2 Engineering Contract – Deelstra voted no, with all others voting yes, motion carried.    

Finance Officer Report:  Macdonald reported that December financials and quarterly payroll reports are complete and the finance office is in the process of working on year-end reports.  In addition, Macdonald noted that all 2010 liquor licenses have been approved by the State and the council was reminded that the Municipal Government Day at the Legislature is scheduled for February 2nd and 3rd.  The 2010 municipal election date needs to be set for the second Tuesday in April.  There will be an open city council seat in each Ward (1, 2, and 3).  A motion was made by Deelstra, second by Kane to set the 2010 municipal election for April 13, 2010 – all voted yes, motion carried.

City Administrator Report: Sidel gave an update on the sewer blockage issue, the city hall remodel project, the fire station grant, and benefit package quote.  Beginning this week, City Hall will be open during the noon hour to accommodate the residents of Hartford.  Sidel presented the council with results of the bid opening for the SRTS Round 1 bike racks.  A motion was made by Kane, second by Monahan to approve Madrax’s quote of $3,493.50 for bike racks for SRTS Round 1 – Deelstra voted no, with all others voting yes, motion carried.

In addition, Sidel presented the 2009 audit engagement letter from Gary Larson, CPA.  After discussion by the council and upon advice of the City Attorney, a motion was made by Monahan, second by Deelstra to approve the 2009 Audit Contract of Gary Larson, CPA – all voted yes, motion carried.

Sidel provided an email from the South Dakota Municipal League soliciting support from municipalities as the SDML asks the legislature to consider adoption of an additional penny of sales tax.  After discussion by the council and further explanation by the City Attorney, a motion was made by Deelstra, second by Monahan to support the South Dakota Municipal League’s allowance to adopt the local option to use the additional penny of sales tax at the discretion of local governments and citizen election – all voted yes, motion carried.

City Council Reports: 

Ward 1:  Deelstra reported that fundraising plans are underway for the Sports and Rec Complex Committee.  In addition, he would like to discuss website options with city staff.
Ward 2:   Monahan reported that the Bike/Rec Trail Committee has established a bank account and received a donation from Scheels.  Monahan thanked the street department for their snow removal work.  
Ward 3:   Swier reported that the next Hartford Sports & Rec Complex Meeting will be held on Monday, January 11th at City Hall.

Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Zimmer announced that an Open House/Ribbon Cutting will be held at City Hall on January 19th from 5:30-7:00 p.m.  The public is welcome.  Councilman Cunningham exited the meeting at 8:30 p.m.  Mayor Zimmer re-appointed Bob Bender, Dan Ringling, and Mary Cunningham to serve another term on the Planning and Zoning Board.  A motion was made by Deelstra, second by Kane to approve the appointment of Bob Bender, Dan Ringling, and Mary Cunningham to the Planning and Zoning Board for a 2-year term each – Swier, Monahan, Deelstra, and Kane voted yes, motion carried.  After discussion regarding HADC’s use of city engineering services, it was the consensus of the council that approval be granted by the city council prior to the City Engineer’s services rendered to the HADC.
City Attorney Report:  City Attorney, Larry Nelson, reported that, in his opinion, the SRTS Round 2 Engineering Agreement was in satisfactory form.  Nelson updated the council on the Mundt Building, upcoming legislative issues, and encouraged the council to attend the South Dakota Legislative session.

Adjourn:  A motion was made by Kane, second by Deelstra to adjourn at 8:34 p.m. – all voted yes, motion carried.

Minutes recorded by Finance Officer, Deb Macdonald.

I, the undersigned, Debra L. Macdonald, Finance Officer in and for the City of Hartford, South Dakota, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes which is on file at the Municipal Finance Office.

____________________________________                            

Debra L. Macdonald, Finance Officer
