City Council Meeting – Regular Meeting March 16, 2010 – Hartford City Hall
Mayor Paul Zimmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the assistance of fifth grader Skylar Barbee rapping the gavel.  The following city council members were present:  Mike Swier, Mark Monahan, Bob Deelstra, Gail Olson-Duck, and Mike Kane.  Phil Cunningham was absent with notice.  Also present were City Administrator, Teresa Sidel, Finance Officer, Deb Macdonald, Public Works Superintendent, Craig Wagner, along with City Attorney, Larry Nelson, and City Engineer, Scott VanderMeulen.  

Additions to the Agenda:  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Olson-Duck to add ”Executive Session for Legal Matters” to the agenda - all voted yes, motion carried.  

Executive Session:  A motion was made by Olson-Duck, second by Monahan to enter into executive session for legal matters at 7:01 p.m. - all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Kane, second by Monahan to exit executive session at 8:26 p.m. – Swier was absent with all others voting yes, motion carried.

Old Business:

6th Street Sewer Backup:  City Attorney Larry Nelson and Attorney Paul Linde directed Sixth Street residents, who were in attendance, to file a written claim for sewer backup damages to the city within 10 days.

Review Quotes on Council Table and Podium:  The council reviewed two quotes for a custom made council table and podium.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Swier to approve Woodpecker Custom Cabinetry, LLC’s quote in the amount of $3,039.24 for a custom made council table and podium – all voted yes, motion carried.

New Business:

SRTS-Phase 1 Sidewalk Bid:  City Engineer, Scott VanderMuelen presented the council with results of the bid opening for SRTS-Phase 1 sidewalks.  A motion was made by Olson-Duck, second by Kane to approve the low bidder, R&R Concrete, Inc.’s quote in the amount of $89,346.73 for sidewalks for SRTS-Phase 1, contingent upon DOT approval – Deelstra voted no with all others voting yes, motion carried.

Approve Bills Submitted for Payment:  A motion was made by Kane, second by Deelstra to approve bills submitted for payment – Monahan voted no with all others voting yes, motion carried.    

Approve Minutes of Previous Meetings:  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Deelstra to approve the March 2, 2010 regular meeting minutes – all voted yes, motion carried.

Correspondence:  The S.D. Department of Environment & Natural Resources awarded the City of Hartford the 2009 Excellent Operation and Maintenance Award for its wastewater treatment facility.  
Ordinances and Hearings:  

First Reading of Ordinance #551 – Living in Vehicles.  A motion was made by Kane, second by Olson-Duck to approve first reading of Ordinance #551 – Living in Vehicles – Monahan voted no with all others voting yes, motion  carried. 

First Reading of Ordinance #553 – Rural Service District.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Deelstra to approve first reading of Ordinance #553 – Rural Service District – all voted yes, motion carried.

Reports: 

Public Works Superintendent Report: 
Streets – Wagner reported that gravel roads will be graded this week and street cracks will be repaired next week.  Wagner has been in contact with Mike Smith regarding boulevard trees and a Tree Board meeting will be scheduled after March 19, 2010.  

Parks & Pool – Wagner noted that he met with Sioux Valley Energy regarding SRTS bridge lights and possible power for Turtle Creek.  In addition, Wagner reported that he will be purchasing a dolphin pool cleaner.  Mayor Zimmer appointed Terry Hagen to serve on the Tree Board.  A motion was made by Deelstra, second by Monahan to approve Mayor Zimmer’s appointment of Terry Hagen to the Tree Board - all voted yes, motion carried.  Mayor Zimmer appointed Joe Hellvig to serve on the Tree Board.  A motion was made by Olson-Duck, second by Deelstra to approve the appointment of Joe Hellvig to the Tree Board - all voted yes, motion carried.  

 Water & Sewer – Wagner reported that sewer flows have increased substantially which may be caused by infiltration on cracked service lines and sewer mains as well as possible illegal discharging of sump pumps.  After discussion by the council, a motion was made by Olson-Duck, second by Swier to authorize the city, at their discretion, to conduct door-to-door inspections and fine those residents who are illegally discharging their sump pumps into the sewer system without a permit – Deelstra and Monahan voted no with all others voting yes – motion failed for lack of voting quorum.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Kane that beginning March 22, 2010, the Code Enforcer is authorized to begin conducting visual inspections of possible unlawful discharging of sump pumps into the sewer system – all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Kane that on April 6, 2010, Wagner shall present the council with a plan for in-home inspections of those residences that appear to be illegally discharging sump pumps into the sewer system, as determined by the Code Enforcer – all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Swier to authorize the city to impose a $200 fine for illegal discharging sump pumps into the sewer system – all voted yes, motion carried.  It was the consensus of the council to monitor residents with broken sump pump seals. 
City Engineer Report:  Scott VanderMuelen of Banner Associates reported that SRTS-Phase 1 sidewalk bid information has been sent to the DOT for review and final approval.  In addition, VanderMuelen received feedback from the DOT on experimental crossing signals and will further coordinate with DOT to confirm what was approved for review and possible implementation.  The design process of SRTS-Phase 2 continues.  A hydraulic data sheet was finalized and will be forwarded to DOT for the Environmental Checklist.  VanderMuelen met with city staff to review the status of both SRTS Phases, including extra work for Phase 1 and discussion of bridge lighting.  VanderMuelen will be contacting FEMA regarding the status of the LOMR report and is working with the DOT regarding the 2011 Highway 38 project.

Finance Officer Report:  Macdonald will be attending the SEAFOG meeting in Sioux Falls this week and reminded the council of the Annual District 3 Meeting to be held on April 8th.  In addition, property assessment paperwork has been finalized as a result of the Equalization Meeting held on March 15th. 
City Administrator Report: Sidel gave an update on the finance office remodel project and presented the council with the Code Enforcer/Building Inspector Report.  Regarding SRTS-Phase 1, Sidel reported that, due to low bids, more sidewalks may be added and additional bike racks have been ordered.  The SRTS coordinator is reviewing crosswalk signals.  
City Council Reports: 

Ward 1:  Olson-Duck attended the school board meeting on March 8th and reported that 24 credits are required for graduation.  The first day of school for the 2010-2011 year will be August 23, 2010.

Ward 2:   Monahan noted that a Bike/Rec Trail Committee Meeting will be held on March 18th at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.  
Ward 3:   No report.
 Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Zimmer reported that he has been in contact with Representative John Thune regarding the fire station grant and FEMA LOMR submittal.  In addition, Zimmer updated the council on various committees, including the Sports & Rec Complex, Drive to Revive Downtown, and Bike/Rec Trail.  Zimmer informed the council that each Committee must obtain a 501(C)3 status in order to apply for upcoming grants.

Executive Session:  A motion was made by Kane, second by Deelstra to enter into executive session for legal and personnel matters at 9:24 p.m. - all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Kane, second by Deelstra to exit executive session at 9:41 p.m. - all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Kane, second by Olson-Duck to give Debra Macdonald a 3.5% pay increase for completion of her six month probation period – all voted yes, motion carried. 

Adjourn:  A motion was made by Deelstra, second by Monahan to adjourn at 9:43 p.m. – all voted yes, motion carried.

Minutes recorded by Finance Officer, Deb Macdonald.

I, the undersigned, Debra L. Macdonald, Finance Officer in and for the City of Hartford, South Dakota, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes which is on file at the Municipal Finance Office.

____________________________________                            

Debra L. Macdonald, Finance Officer
