City Council Meeting – Regular Meeting October 5, 2010 – Hartford City Hall
Mayor Paul Zimmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Hartford City Hall with the following city council members present:  Mark Monahan, Gail Olson-Duck, Eric Bartmann, Leah Johnson, Bob Deelstra and Mike Swier.  Also present were City Administrator, Teresa Sidel, Assistant Public Works Superintendent, Neil Hanisch, along with Deputy Sheriff, Steve Maciejewski, City Attorney, Larry Nelson, and City Engineer, Scott VanderMuelen.
With no additions to the agenda, a motion was made by Johnson, second by Deelstra to approve the agenda - all voted yes, motion carried.  

Visitor:  Trudi Hatch introduced herself to the city council.  Ms. Hatch is a house candidate for District 9, which includes the Hartford area.  
Old Business:

Fire Department Building Project:  Members of the fire department, along with the city council, discussed the new fire station building project.  City Attorney, Larry Nelson updated the city council on issues such as ownership options, loan requirements, contract requirements and the need for a resolution of intent.  The goal was to make sure that the city council and fire department are aware of all pertinent information regarding this project and are in agreement of how to move forward with this project.  It was the consensus of the city council and fire department to have the Hartford Area Fire and Rescue, Inc. apply for the loan and retain ownership of the new fire station building, it was also agreed to sell the land to the fire department so they will have total ownership of the building and land.  The city recognizes the need for fire protection and EMT services and they are willing to contract appropriations to the fire department so the fire department can obtain funding for a new fire station  in exchange for these essential services.  A motion was made by Johnson, second by Monahan, to authorize the city attorney to draft a one year contract between the City of Hartford and the Hartford Area Fire and Rescue, Inc which will require the Hartford Area Fire and Rescue, Inc. to provide Fire and EMT services to the City of Hartford in exchange of an appropriation of $80,000.00 for the fiscal year of 2011 – all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Deelstra, to resolve that the City of Hartford formally recognizes the need for the essential services of fire protection and EMT services within the city of Hartford and also recognizes the need for the Hartford Area Fire and Rescue, Inc. to have adequate facilities in which to provide these services so it is the City’s intent to assist the Hartford Fire and Rescue, Inc. in funding a new fire station and enter into a yearly contract with the fire department to continue to fund the fire department in exchange for services provided – all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Deelstra, to table discussion on selling lots to the Hartford Area Fire and Rescue, Inc until the October 19, 2010 city council meeting – all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Johnson, second by Olson-Duck, to authorize the City Administrator to work with the fire department and assist them with the new fire station project – all voted yes, motion carried.  The council also agreed to have Eric Bartmann and Leah Johnson continue to sit on the fire station building committee to represent the city council and to act as a liaison between the city council and fire department – they will also be responsible for keeping the city council informed on the project.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Johnson, to have the city finish the environmental process and the FEMA CLOMR-F process with city funds already designated to the fire station building project – all voted yes, motion carried.  

New Business:

Land Purchase Agreement:  The city council reviewed a land purchase agreement that would allow the city to purchases approximately 75 acres for the primary use of a sport complex.  A motion was made by Olson-Duck, second by Swier, to approve the land purchase agreement and authorize the Mayor to sign the purchase agreement on behalf of the City of Hartford – all voted yes, motion carried.  
Approve Minutes of Previous Meetings:  A motion was made by Deelstra, second by Monahan to approve the September 21, 2010 regular meeting minutes – all voted yes, motion carried.  
Correspondence:  The Senior Citizens Center thanked the City for the funds they received which helped the center improve their building.  John Roers with Reliabank read a thank you from Dave Johnson the Chairman of Reliabank in which Mr. Johnson congratulated the city on the community information night and thanked the city for the opportunity to participate by giving away $2 bills to be reinvested in the city.  He also commended the city for their positive and proactive stance on volunteer involvement.  The city engineer, Scott VanderMuelen with Banner Associates, Inc., talked about an article he wrote for Banner’s Newsletter regarding the Safe Routes to School Project that was done in Hartford.  Scott referred to the benefits of the program and commended the city for taking such an active part in promoting safer ways to school.
Reports: 

HADC Report:  Clay Wilfahrt noted that the HADC received one new member last month, which brought their total membership up to 74.  He also updated the council on his work with recruiting new business for Hartford.  Wilfahrt noted that the community information night was a great event and thanked the city for funding it.  The marketing committee is running several commercials right now and the committee plans to introduce a new face into the commercials in the near future.  The Jamboree committee, which is now encompassed by the HADC, had their first meeting on October 4, 2010 and planning has begun for the 2011 Jamboree Days.  The retail meeting plans to hold their first meeting in October and Travis Davidson will be the chairman for this new committee.  At their last meeting, the housing committee discussed ways to promote the housing market in Hartford.  

Fire Department Report:  Fire Chief Kelly Boysen thanked the city council, city attorney and city administrator for all the help received on the new fire station project.  Boysen noted that fire prevention week is October 3rd – 9th and the department will be doing fire prevention presentations at the schools.  The fire department will be sending some of their EMTs to the state EMT conference in Spearfish on October 27th-31st.  

Sheriff’s Deputy Report:  Deputy Maciejewski reported that a second Neighborhood Watch Meeting will be held on October 7th at city hall at 6pm to continue organizing a watch program in Hartford.  Officer Maciejewski also noted that there were a few safety issues with this year’s homecoming parade that will need to be addressed with the school before next year’s event.  
Public Works Superintendent Report: 
Streets – Assistant Public Works Superintendent reported that they are doing ditch work this week along Western Avenue.  The city will sweep the streets later this month after more leaves have fallen.  The city crew is also working on the equipment to make sure they are ready for winter. Tree trimming is being done.  The city is also doing some curb and inlet repair work.  The council was notified that the school crossing lights have been fixed.  It was noted that a bed liner was sprayed into the new truck.  
Water & Sewer – The city has been inspecting, flushing and repairing manholes.  The Mayor asked the public works department to compose a list of the inspected manholes for the council to review by their October 19th council meeting.  The city plans to discharge the ponds next week.  The spare pump for the lift station is getting repaired.  The new water and sewer lines by the golf course are on-line and Elm Street is open.  
Parks & Pool – The city crew has been mowing and trimming the park areas.  The bathrooms in the park will be shut down before the Halloween Holiday and shut down for the winter in a few weeks once the weather turns colder.  The Mayor also asked the city crew to check into the cost of a backdrop for Turtle Creek Ball field.  
City Engineer Report:  City Engineer, Scott VanderMuelen of Banner Associates reported that the sidewalks included in phase 1 of the SRTS grant are essentially completed.  Banner is continuing to work on the design and bid package for the phase 2 bridge.  VanderMuelen noted that he has not received word from FEMA yet regarding the city’s LOMR but City Administrator, Teresa Sidel, noted that she received an email on October 1st stating that the LOMR has been approved and the city received hard copy confirmation on this on October 4th.  Banner has also been in the process of working with SECOG and the city to update our future use maps.  It was also noted that bid opening for the Sagehorn Drive drainage improvement project will be in the spring of 2011.
Finance Officer Report:  Finance Officer, Deb Macdonald was not present at the city council meeting since she is attending the South Dakota Municipal League Yearly Convention.  Sidel gave the council an overview of Macdonald’s financial report, which provided the council with a list of revenues received during September, a listing of city investments and a listing of the city’s debt balances.  Macdonald also included a list of upcoming events for the council and they were advised that the city has scheduled a final tree branch drop off for October 8th-10th and leaf dumpsters  will be available on Railroad Street this fall.  Sidel asked the council if Macdonald could attend a one-day workshop provided by Software Unlimited in Sioux Falls to review the end-of-year procedures for closing out the city’s financial books.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Olson-Duck, to allow Finance Officer, Deb Macdonald, to attend the one-day workshop provided by Software Unlimited, Inc. on November 23, 2010 for further education – all voted yes, motion carried.  
City Administrator Report: Sidel updated the council on the SRTS projects – phase 1 is essentially complete except for two crosswalk signals, which will need to be install in the 2011 and the city engineers are continuing the bridge plans for phase 2, which will also be installed in 2011.  As noted earlier, the city has received word that our LOMR application has been approved by FEMA and the city administrator is working on scheduling community meetings and notifying property owners.  SECOG has agreed to conduct the environmental for the new fire station.  The council was also notified that the deadline for the second lift in the Cresswood Development was October 1, 2010.  Perry Kolb, with Cresswood Developers has contacted the city and said that they are working with a company to lay the second lift.  This company cannot lay the lift by October 1st but planned to do it this fall yet.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Deelstra, to extend the deadline for the second lift in the Cresswood Development until November 1, 2010 but if the lift does not meet this deadline, the developers will be fined $100 per day retroactive from October 1, 2010 for every day the lift is not installed – all voted yes, motion carried.  The city administrator also asked the council to review the job description for temporary part-time snow removal help.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Olson-Duck, to approve the job description for temporary snow removal help and start advertising – all voted yes, motion carried.   
City Council Reports: 

Ward 1:  Deelstra was happy to hear that Elm Street was opened and is pleased that the purchase agreement for a new sports complex was approved.  Olson-Duck reported that all is going well for the most part in her ward but did receive an inquiring regarding the city’s sump pump policy.  

Ward 2:   Monahan noted that the Bike/Recreation Trail Committee met and received a few new members as a result of the community information night.  The committee is presently working on a plan for a trail to run along Railroad Street from Highway 38 to Turtle Creek Park.  Johnson attended her first Jamboree meeting on October 4th and is excited to be part of the planning for next year’s event.  Johnson expressed that she is happy to see the city and fire department moving forward with the new fire station building.  Johnson also received an inquiry regarding sump pumps.  
Ward 3:   Swier reported that the Drive to Revive Downtown Committee met on October 5th and the winners of the raffle drawing were announced.  The DTRD committee’s next meeting will be November 9th at city hall.  The next sports complex committee meeting will be October 13th at city hall.     
Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Zimmer extended a thank you to everyone involved with the new fire station building project and a thank you to everyone involved with the land purchase for the new sports complex.  Mayor Zimmer also noted that the Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony will be December 4th at 7pm.  He also reported the city staff is working on plans for the city’s holiday party which is tentatively set for December 17th.  
Adjourn:  A motion was made by Olson-Duck, second by Monahan to adjourn at 8:26 p.m. – all voted yes, motion carried.

Minutes recorded by City Administrator, Teresa Sidel.

I, the undersigned, Teresa Sidel, City Administrator in and for the City of Hartford, South Dakota, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes which is on file at the Municipal Finance Office.

____________________________________                            
Teresa Sidel, City Administrator
