City Council Meeting – Regular Meeting March 2, 2010
Mayor Paul Zimmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Hartford City Hall with the following city council members present:  Mike Swier, Mark Monahan, Bob Deelstra, Gail Olson-Duck, Phil Cunningham, and Mike Kane.  Also present were City Administrator, Teresa Sidel, Finance Officer, Deb Macdonald, Assistant Public Works Superintendent, Neil Hanisch, along with Deputy Sheriff, Steve Maciejewski, and City Engineer, Scott VanderMeulen.  

With no additions to the agenda, a motion was made by Olson-Duck, second by Monahan to approve the agenda - all voted yes, motion carried.  

New Business:

Approve Minutes of Previous Meetings:  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Deelstra to approve the February 16, 2010 regular meeting minutes – all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Deelstra, second by Monahan to approve the February 23, 2010 special meeting minutes – all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Kane that the council shall receive no compensation for attending the special meeting held on February 23, 2010 – all voted yes, motion carried.

Correspondence:  Information was presented regarding the Annual District 3 Meeting to be held on April 8, 2010 in North Sioux City.  Kane encouraged attendance as these meetings are worthwhile and provide good resources.

Ordinances and Hearings:  

Review of Draft Ordinance #551.  The council reviewed and discussed draft Ordinance #551 as recommended by Planning & Zoning.  It was the consensus of the council to accept the Planning & Zoning Board’s recommendations on draft Ordinance #551 and to set first reading for March 16, 2010.

Visitors:

Bill Haugen, Jr. – Rural Service District:  Bill Haugen presented a request to change classification of his property located at the north end of Hartford.  A motion was made by Swier, second by Deelstra to grant the request of Mr. Haugen to change the classification of his property to a rural service district – all voted yes, motion carried.  
Reports: 

HADC Report:  Clay Wilfahrt updated the council on the Housing Committee’s plans, several business leads/contacts, some grant applications as well as applying for “Community of the Year”.  In addition, the Marketing Committee has put together a TV commercial to include a testimonial from the new vet clinic and will be promoting ads in the new Hartford area telephone book. 

Sheriff’s Deputy Report:  Deputy Maciejewski informed the council of an animal bite in Hartford and traffic enforcement around the school.

Public Works Superintendent Report: 
Streets – Hanisch reported that cracks in the streets will be repaired next week and boulevard trees have been ordered.  Public Works Superintendent Craig Wagner attended a DOT meeting regarding the Highway 38 project.

Water & Sewer – Hanisch informed the council of a water leak from a private line located on First Street.  In addition, Minnehaha Rural Water will be switching their water treatment methods.
Parks & Pool – Hiring recommendations were presented for the positions of Park Recreation Program Director, Swimming Pool Managers, and Mower Operators.  A motion was made by Olson-Duck, second by Kane to amend the Swimming Pool Manager Job Description to include a new pay range of $9.00-$14.00 per hour - all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Olson-Duck to change the starting wage of Anna Mitchell as Assistant Swimming Pool Manager to $11.00 per hour – motion died for lack of second.  A motion was made by Swier, second by Monahan to approve the hiring recommendations as presented to the council, to include hiring Amy Sebert as Swimming Pool Manager at a rate of $12.50 per hour; Caryn Claassen as Assistant Swimming Pool Manager at a rate of $12.25 per hour; Anna Mitchell as Assistant Swimming Pool Manager at a rate of $12.00 per hour; Paul Jorgensen as mower operator at a rate of $9.75 per hour; and Vicki Hauff as Park Recreation Program Director at a rate of $1,200 per season – Olson-Duck voted no, with all others voting yes – motion carried.  A motion was made by Kane, second by Deelstra to increase the starting wage of Amy Sebert, Swimming Pool Manager, to $12.75 per hour – Olson-Duck voted no, with all others voting yes – motion carried.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Kane to increase the starting wage of Caryn Claassen, Assistant Swimming Pool Manager to $12.50 per hour – Cunningham, Deelstra, and Olson-Duck voted no with Monahan, Swier, and Kane voting yes - Mayor Zimmer cast a tie-breaking vote of no, motion failed.  

Public Buildings – Hanisch reported that quotes for the finance office remodel project were below budget and demolition has begun.

Training – The SDMSMA spring training will be held in Pierre on April 14th and 15th.  In the past, Wagner and Jesse O’Kane have attended this training and this year, Wagner is the Association President.  A motion was made by Olson-Duck, second by Deelstra to authorize Craig Wagner and Jesse O’Kane to attend the Municipal Street Maintenance Association training in Pierre on April 14th and 15th – Kane and Monahan voted no, with all others voting yes, motion carried. 

City Engineer Report:  Scott VanderMuelen of Banner Associates reported that 13 bids were received and opened on February 25th regarding the SRTS-Phase 1 and that all bids are being reviewed.  In addition, the design process of SRTS-Phase 2 continues, additional utility survey was conducted, and support material for the environmental requirements is being finalized.  The City Engineer, Sidel, and a SECOG representative met to review the status of both SRTS projects.  VanderMuelen reported that the FEMA LOMR study has been submitted to FEMA. 
Finance Officer Report:  Macdonald provided a copy of the 2009 annual report which shows all funds in the “black”.  A motion was made by Kane, second by Deelstra to approve and accept the 2009 annual report as prepared by Gary Larson, CPA – all voted yes, motion carried.  In addition, Gary Larson will be at City Hall the week of March 29th to conduct the 2009 audit.  Property owners have until March 11th to appeal their property valuations with the local equalization meeting to be held on March 15th at 6:00 p.m.  Macdonald reported that the City Election will be held on April 13th.  Bob Deelstra is uncontested in Ward 1 and will automatically serve another 2-year term.  In Ward 2, Phil Cunningham and Leah Johnson are running for a 2-year council seat.  Eric Bartmann and Mark Jensen are running for the Ward 3 seat.  Mayor Zimmer appointed Marilyn Siemonsma (Ward 2) to serve on the election board.  A motion was made by Deelstra, second by Kane to approve Mayor Zimmer’s election board appointment - all voted yes, motion carried.  
City Administrator Report: Sidel gave an update on the fire station grant and sewer blockage issue.  Monahan asked Sidel to arrange for David Puthoff’s attendance at the next meeting to discuss the sewer blockage issue.  The bid opening for SRTS-Round 1 sidewalks was held on February 25th with the lower bidder coming in below the estimate.  The bids are being reviewed to verify that all specifications will be met.  Banner Associates is currently working on the Round 2 bridge design.  Sidel informed the council that the finance office remodel quotes came in below the budgeted amount, the finance office has been moved into the conference room temporarily, and demolition has begun.  Sidel provided the council with quotes for a custom made podium and council table.  It was the consensus of the council that Sidel obtain additional bids to include larger table measurements.  Sidel reported that Marla Mason from Sioux Signs has leased one billboard for a 3-year term beginning April 1st.  

City Council Reports: 

Ward 1:  Olson-Duck expressed interest in a possible reduced rate pool pass.  Deelstra reported that he has been approached about the city’s consideration of extending the summer park rec program.  It was the consensus of the council to discuss this matter next year.

Ward 2:   Monahan reported that a Bike/Rec Trail Committee Meeting will be held on March 18th at City Hall.
Ward 3:   Swier noted that a Sports & Rec Complex Meeting is scheduled for March 10th.  Kane reported that he and Cunningham attended a fire station building committee meeting.  The fire department invited everyone to their dance on March 6th and requested council support as they work on another funding source for a new station.

.
 Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Zimmer reported that the Drive to Revive Downtown Committee met on March 1st.  The committee scheduled a spruce-up day for May 15th and toured the Mundt building.  In addition, they are in the process of submitting a grant application.  Mayor Zimmer discussed the need for street improvements from Par Tee Drive to the north end of Vandemark and asked the city engineer to gather additional information.  Mayor Zimmer requested that Hanisch obtain information regarding the expense of placing and maintaining a small baseball diamond near Turtle Creek Park.  Mayor Zimmer commended the city staff on a job well done. 

Adjourn:  A motion was made by Deelstra, second by Monahan to adjourn at 8:54 p.m. – all voted yes, motion carried.

Minutes recorded by Finance Officer, Deb Macdonald.

I, the undersigned, Debra L. Macdonald, Finance Officer in and for the City of Hartford, South Dakota, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes which is on file at the Municipal Finance Office.

____________________________________                            

Debra L. Macdonald, Finance Officer
