Park and Recreation Board — Reqular Meeting February 28, 2022

Council President Arden Jones called to order the first meeting of the Park and Recreation Board at 6:30 p.m. at
Hartford City Hall with the following Park and Recreation Board members present: Callie Tuschen, Matt Evans,
Troy Larson, Josh Mulder, and Gail Blocker. City Administrator Teresa Sidel and Public Works Superintendent
Craig Wagner were staff present. There was 5 people from the public in attendance as well.

Approve Agenda: A motion was made by Blocker, second by Mulder to approve the agenda as set - all voted yes,

motion carried.

Approval of the Minutes: None

New Business:

Purpose of the Board: Ordinance #706 was reviewed by the Board. This ordinance establishes the
Boards authority and lays out the logistics of how the Board will operate. The main purpose of this Board
is to act in an advisory role to the City Council as it relates to the care, regulation and management of
quality-of-life items such as the city parks, sports complex and recreation trail.

Members & Terms: There are 5 volunteer community members of the Board. Troy Larson has a 1-year
term, which will expire in Dec 2022; Josh Mulder and Callie Tuschen has a 2-year term, which will expire
in Dec 2023; and Gail Blocker and Matt Evan has a 3-year term, which will expire in Dec 2024. Once a
mayor is in place, a council member and staff member will be appointed to the Board as non-voting
members.

Election of President for 2022: Jones called for nominations from the Board for President. Blocker
nominated Troy Larson as President for 2022, the nomination was second by Evans. Jones called for any
other nominations — none were received. A motion was made by Mulder, second by Tuschen to cease
nominations and cast a unanimous vote for Larson as the 2022 Park & Recreation Board President — all
voted yes, motion carried.

Election of Vice-President for 2022: Jones called for nominations from the Board for Vice-President.
Larson nominated Josh Mulder as Vice-President for 2022, the nomination was second by Blocker. Jones
called for any other nominations — none were received. A motion was made by Larson, second by Tuschen
to cease nominations and cast a unanimous vote for Mulder as the 2022 Park & Recreation Board Vice-
President — all voted yes, motion carried.

Appointment of Secretary: Newly elected President Larson appointed Blocker as the 2022 Secretary. A
motion was made by Mulder, second by Evans to approve the appointment of Blocker as 2022 Secretary —
all voted yes, motion carried.

Review Budget: The city council has already set the budget for 2022. They include funds for Fencing &
Ag-lime at Swenson Park, a new storm shelter/RR building at Swenson Park, a recration trail between
Main & Feyder and a possible dog park. There is also a small amount undesignated for this year.

Set Meeting Dates & Times: Ordinance #706 states that the Board will meet once a month if there is
business to conduct. After discussion by the Board, a motion was made by Mulder, second by Evans to set
the Park & Recreation Board meetings for the 4" Monday of each month at 6:30pm in city hall — all voted
yes, motion carried.

Projects & Discussion Topics:

Sports Complex Storm Shelter: The city has been granted a FEMA grant to erect a storm shelter at
Swenson Park. This shelter building will double as a concession stand, restroom facility, and storage
building as well. It will be placed in the center of the 4 ball fields. The City council has approved a
contract with 1SG to design the facility — they have just begun that process. I1SG will work with this Board
for any needed input on design.

Bike Trail between Main and Feyder: The city has also received a grant from the Game, Fish & Parks
Department for a new trail to run along the creek between Main & Feyder. We are still waiting for a notice
to proceed for this project before we begin any design work.

Future Dog Park: At the request of Girl Scout Troop #50087, the city started talking about erecting a dog
park in town and last year we applied for 3 grants (GFP grant, Wellmark grant, and AARP) —all 3 were
denied, mainly due too many projects submitted and too few of grant dollars. Troy Larson gave a little
background on how this project came to the attention of the city and discussion was focused on the
proposed plan in the grant applications. Since the site, layout and budget funds have been designated in
2022, the Board was in favor of moving forward with the project. A motion was made by Mulder, second
by Evans to recommend approval of the proposed dog park to the city council — Laron abstained, with all
others voting yes, motion carried. This item will be placed on the city council’s 3/15 agenda.




e Bike Trail Brick Engraving Update: The former Hartford Area Bike & Rec Committee held a funding
program to sell bricks that would be engraved with a family name and then placed on a small path that
connected the parking lot at Turtle Creek Park to the park area. The engraver that was used by the
committee no longer does this work, but the city is working with another company that may be able to
provide this service. Since the Hartford Area Bike & Rec Committee no longer exists, it was discussed by
the Board to continue this program and have the proceeds deposited into a revenue account for the Park &
Rec Board for use on future improvements to our parks and trail system. The logistics of this program will
be handled through city hall. A motion was made by Mulder, second by Blocker to have all funds from
brick sales deposited in the Park & Recreation Board revenue account — all voted yes, motion carried

e Scheduling of Fields: The scheduling of the city’s multipurpose fields has been done through the softball
association the past 2 years and they have indicated that they would be willing to do the scheduling again |
2022. Field use and demand is anticipated to be up this year with the establishment of the Hartford
Baseball Association and the growing number of the West Central Baseball Association and the Hartford
Area Softball Association. Heather Harden with the Hartford Area Baseball Association was present, along
with Paul Zimmer from the Hartford Baseball Association and Jacob Ellens with the West Central Baseball
Association. Each talked about the needs of their groups and the growing participation. It was the
consensus of the Board, and the groups present, that the HASA will continue to schedule the fields for 2022
but more discuss regarding the 2023 season will need to be held this year since the West Central School
District has shown interest in needing field space as well for 2023.

Adjournment: A motion was made by Tuschen, second by Mulder to adjourn at 8:20p.m. — all voted yes, motion
carried.

Minutes recorded by City Administrator, Teresa Sidel.

I, the undersigned, Teresa Sidel, City Administrator, in and for the City of Hartford, South Dakota, do hereby certify
that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes which is on file at Hartford City Hall.

Teresa Sidel, City Administrator



