
Park and Recreation Board – Regular Meeting April 25, 2022 

 

President Troy Larson called to order the meeting of the Park and Recreation Board at 6:30 p.m. at Hartford City 

Hall with the following Park and Recreation Board members present:  Callie Tuschen, Matt Evans, Josh Mulder and 

Gail Blocker.     City Administrator Teresa Sidel and Public Works Superintendent Craig Wagner were staff present.  

There were 3 people from the public. 

 

Approve Agenda:   A motion was made by Tuschen and second by Mulder to approve the agenda as set - all voted 

yes, motion carried.    

 

Approval of the Minutes:  A motion was by Mulder and seconded by Evans to approve the minutes from the 02-28-

22 meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

Public Comments:  No public comments on non-agenda items 

 

Reports:   

• Dugouts- The American Legion has donated funds for the bases needed at Swenson Park.  The Sports and 

Recreation group also donated funds towards the bases. 

• Dog Park- City to proceed with the proposed dog park.  City Administrator has submitted grant 

applications to help offset costs.  Any donations given to the dog park will help offset the cost and can be 

applied towards a donation sign or any additional expenses for the park. 

• Downtown Park- City council has agreed to look at creating an interim closing of this area and see how 

the public responds.  Further discussion by council after more information gathered. 

• Other Updates- 5 bricks have been completed and picked up.  Will be placed on the path at Turtle Creek 

Park. 

  

Old Business:    

• Swenson Park Storm Shelter/Concession- Reviewed three different concepts.  Engineers ISG are 

reviewing with FEMA to get clarification on required standards and to review grant allocation.  Board did 

have questions on the design and the use of space.  Board will table further discussion and 

recommendations till the May meeting.   

 

New Business: 

• FY 23 Budget- Further discussion started on creating a FY23 Budget to submit to the city council.  Matt 

Evans will create a spreadsheet for us to work with.  Input provided by various groups were added.  Further 

input from the public is welcome.   

• Benches- Motion made by Blocker and second by Mulder to recommend to the city council to spend $600 

for three benches from Beaver Built.  One to go towards Swenson Park Sports Complex and one to the bike 

trail.  One to be determined for the future.   

 
Projects/Discussion Topics:    

• Bike Trail between Main and Feyder:  An update was provided by the city staff.  Clearing of brush in 

that area has begun.   Review and discussion of the design was held.  Concerns about not having any lights 

in that area were discussed.  Initial layout shows that area between property owners and creek are narrow.  

Discussion of options.  President Larson will work with City Administrator to discuss with property 

owners.  City staff will check with Sioux Valley Cooperative on the lighting. 
• Field Scheduling Sub-Committee- Board members Evans and Mulder met with city staff to discuss the 

current way city facilities are scheduled and how to move forward in 2023.  Everyone agreed that a fair and 

equitable solution is needed.  Groups were identified who would need access to facilities.  Further 

discussion with the various groups and high school with their 2022 schedules to review and dictate future 

field use for 2023.  Sub-committee will meet again sometime this summer.  City Administrator is also 

checking with other cities to see how they handle their field scheduling.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Agenda items for next meeting-   

FY 23 Budget 

Swenson Sports Park Storm Shelter 

Interim Main/1st street closure 

 

 
Adjournment:  A motion was made by Tuschen and seconded by Mulder.  Motion carried.   

 

Minutes recorded by Secretary, Gail Blocker 

  

I, the undersigned, Gail Blocker, Secretary, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy 

of the minutes which is on file at Hartford City Hall. 

 

____________________________________                             

Gail Blocker, Secretary 


