Hartford Planning and Zoning Minutes - Regular Meeting April 7, 2014
Chairman Munce called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following members present: Bender, Bjergaard and Cunningham with Wegleitner arriving at 7:10 p.m.  Campbell was absent with notice and Ham was absent without notice.  City Administrator Teresa Sidel was also present.    
Approval of the Agenda:  A motion was made by Cunningham, second by Bjergaard to approve the April 7, 2014 agenda as set - all voted yes, motion carried.    

Approval of the Minutes:   The minutes from the March 25, 2014 meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by Bjergaard, second by Cunningham to approve the March 25, 2014 minutes – all voted yes, motion carried.  
New Business & Updates:
      *Height Restrictions on Accessory Buildings:  Although the city’s current zoning regulations has a maximum height restriction on buildings for each zoning district, the regulations do not clearly define a height restriction on accessory buildings. The Board reviewed the city’s current regulation and past regulation, along with the height regulations on accessory buildings from surrounding cities.  After some discussion, the consensus of Board was to set a maximum height limit of 15 feet on any accessory building less than 1,200 square feet.  A draft ordinance will be written and reviewed by the Board at the next regularly scheduled meeting.  
      *Review Draft Ordinance for Personal Race Tracks:  The City has been working with SECOG on an ordinance to address personal race tracks within city limits.  It was SECOG’s suggestion to amend the city’s municipal ordinance rather than amend the zoning ordinance.  A draft ordinance to amend the city’s municipal nuisance section was presented to the P&Z Board for their review.  A brief discussion was held by the Board and this item will be placed on the next agenda to allow additional time for both the P&Z Board and the city attorney to review the proposed draft.  
     *Code Enforcement and Building Inspector Report: Paul Clarke was unable to attend the meeting but the Board was provided a copy of the March code enforcement/building inspection report for their review.  It was noted the city has received building plans for the AmericInn Hotel and the plans are currently under review by our building inspector.  
     *City Administrator Updates:  
· Sidel noted that she is working on updating definitions for the matrix and will send to SECOG for further review.  
· The definition for “Lot Coverage” that is proposed in ordinance #606 was discussed by the Board – it states:  The lot area covered by all buildings located therein, including the area covered by all overhanging roofs.  Discussion revolved as to whether or not a “soffit” should be counted as part of a building's lot coverage or if there should be an exception for soffits.  It was the consensus of the Board to keep the definition of Lot Coverage as recommended stressing that there is no standard size for soffits and some residents could argue that a roof overhang for a covered porch, car port, deck, etc might be considered a soffit.  The Board also noted that current setbacks regulations are large enough that inclusion of all roof overhangs, including soffits, should not be an issue for any newer developments.  If an issue arises as a result of a smaller lot size, than it can be addressed through the variance process.   
· Sidel also informed the Board that the Hartford Elevator has requested the city council to waive the park fee for their future feed mill project.  Sidel is gathering information as it relates to the city’s commercial park fee and asked the Board to convey any information regarding how and why this was started in order to pass along the information to the city council before any decision is made regarding the elevator’s request.  
Adjournment:  A motion was made by Bjergaard, second by Wegleitner to adjourn at 8:00 pm - all voted yes, motion carried.
Minutes recorded by City Administrator Teresa Sidel
