Hartford Planning and Zoning Minutes - Regular Meeting April 22, 2014
Chairman Munce called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following members present: Bender, Campbell, Cunningham, Ham, Bjergaard and Wegleitner.   City Administrator Teresa Sidel, City Code Enforcer/Building Inspector Paul Clarke and City Engineer Mitch Mergen were also present.    
Approval of the Agenda:  A motion was made by Cunningham, second by Bjergaard to approve the April 22, 2014 agenda as set – Ham abstained with all others voting yes, motion carried.    

Approval of the Minutes:   The minutes from the April 7, 2014 meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by Bender, second by Wegleitner to approve the April 7, 2014 minutes – Ham and Campbell abstained with all others voting  yes, motion carried.  
Hearings/Petitions/Applications:
      *Conditional Use Hearing – 301 E 5th Street (Lot 12C of North Lawn Addition):  The city has received a conditional use permit application from Venice Becker for the erection of a 6 plex housing unit with attached garages at 301 E 5th Street.  This plan has been reviewed by the city engineer and all comments have been addressed by the developer.  The city engineer noted that this plan, as presented, conforms to all the city’s engineering design standards.   As the Board reviewed the plan, garbage, fencing, access, drainage and lighting were discussed. Neighboring property owners, Rick Cross and Loren Carver were present for the discussion.  A motion was made by Munce, second by Bender to grant a conditional use permit for a 6 plex apartment building with attached garages at 301 E 5th Street (Lot 12C of North Lawn Addition) with the following conditions:  1)  Fencing will be required along the south property line to match the existing fence on Becker’s properties to the west and the placement of  fencing on the east property line will be no closer than 5’ from the east property line and not more than a maximum height of 8 feet to allow for a 2 foot concrete retaining wall that has a 5 foot fence with a 1 foot lattice on top  2)  Dumpster must be in a screened enclosure  3)  Lighting will conform to city standards and be placed on the east side of Lot 12C with the light projecting to the west – all voted yes, motion carried.    
Old Business:
      *Review Draft Ordinance #607 - Height Restrictions on Accessory Buildings:  Although the city’s current zoning regulations has a maximum height restriction on buildings for each zoning district, the regulations do not clearly define a height restriction on accessory buildings. On April 7, 2014, the Board reviewed the city’s current regulations and past regulations, along with the height regulations on accessory buildings from surrounding cities.  It was the consensus of the Board to draft an ordinance to set a maximum height limit of 15 feet on any accessory building less than 1,200 square feet.  This draft ordinance was reviewed by the Board.  A motion was made by Bender, second by Cunningham to recommend approval of draft ordinance #607 to the city council – all voted yes, motion carried.    
      *Review Proposed Noise Ordinance:  The City has been working with SECOG on an ordinance to address personal race tracks within city limits.  It was SECOG’s suggestion to amend the city’s municipal ordinance rather than amend the zoning ordinance.  A draft ordinance, written by SECOG, to amend the city’s municipal nuisance section was presented to the P&Z Board for their review.  The Board reviewed the proposed ordinance and it was the consensus of the Board to amend section 3.0502 that sets the timeframe for violations, to clarify the exceptions in section 3.0503 and to cleanup section 3.0504 that will set a fine for any violation.   Once the changes have been made, the proposed noise ordinance can be sent to city council for review.  
New Business & Updates:
     *Code Enforcement and Building Inspector Report: Paul Clarke was present to update the Board on various building activities throughout Hartford.  It was noted that plans for a new hotel have been approved and there were three new home permits issued in April.  Clarke also addressed questions from the Board regarding on-going projects.  
     *City Administrator Updates:  
· Sidel noted that she continues on updating definitions for the matrix and will send to SECOG for further review.  
· Sidel also informed the Board that the Hartford City Council voted to keep the city’s commercial park fee as is with no changes.  

· The Hartford Farmers Elevator will once again go before the County Planning Commission on April 28th to ask for a conditional use permit to erect bulk fuel storage tanks in the Brower Addition on the south side of Interstate 90.  Their original request was deferred by the county for 3 months in order to review the road conditionals and drainage concerns presented during the 1st hearing.  Sidel will attend this meeting to reiterate the city’s concerns with the conditions in this addition and to hear what transpires.  

      *Certificate of Appreciation for Out-Going Member – Bill Campbell:  Bill Campbell was presented a Certificate of Appreciation from President Dean Munce who expressed a “Thank-You” to Mr. Campbell for his service on the Planning and Zoning Board.  He has dedicated his time and efforts to the City as a Planning and Zoning Board Member for five years and four months.  Campbell recently won the ward 1 city council race and will begin his new duties as a Council Member on May 6, 2014.  

Adjournment:  A motion was made by Bender, second by Cunningham to adjourn at 7:45 pm - all voted yes, motion carried.
Minutes recorded by City Administrator Teresa Sidel
