Hartford Planning and Zoning Minutes - Regular Meeting May 29, 2012
Chairman Munce called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following members present: Ham, Campbell, Cunningham, Mitchell and Bender.  Wegleitner was absent with notice.  City Administrator, Teresa Sidel was also present along with the City’s Code Enforcer/Building Inspector, Paul Clarke.  
Approval of the Agenda:  A motion was made by Campbell, second by Mitchell to add discussion of the Mundt Building to the agenda under old business and to approve the agenda as set with the addition – all voted yes, motion carried.    
Approval of the Minutes:  The Board reviewed the April 24, 2012 regular meeting minutes.  A motion was made by Bender, second by Ham to approve the April 24, 2012 minutes – Cunningham and Mitchell abstained with Munce, Bender, Campbell and Ham voting yes, motion carried.  
Old Business:
       *Review of the proposed changes to the City of Hartford’s sub-division regulations:  Toby Brown, with SECOG, was present to review with the Board proposed changed to the city’s sub-division regulations.  Mr. Brown presented to the Board the latest draft update of our sub-division regulations that incorporate some minor wording changes.  Mr. Brown also presented to the Board new wording for Section 803-Open Spaces and Section 902-Drainage Plan.  After further discussion with the Board it was agreed to incorporate these proposed changes into the draft.  Mr. Brown will make these updates and a new proposed draft will be presented to the Board once input on engineering design standards is received from the city engineers and once it is reviewed by the city attorney.

       *Mundt Building:  It has come to the City’s attention that the owner of the Mundt Building would like to incorporate residential use for the lower level of his building (basement).  His property is zoned Central Business District and currently the city regulations only allows a residential use in that zone by conditional use permit if it is on or above the second floor – nothing in the ordinance addresses basement level residential use.  Since Central Business District is the downtown business district, it is the desire of the City to keep the main floor frontages open for business use only but the Board saw no issue with allowing residences in the lower basement level.  Toby Brown from SECOG indicated that our zoning ordinance for the central business district could be amended to allow a mixed use in central business district thus allowing both a commercial use of the property and a residential use of the property.  A motion was made by Munce, second by Cunningham to have Toby Brown draft an amendment ordinance to incorporate a mixed use under conditional uses for central business district for Board review – all voted yes, motion carried.  
New Business & Updates:
       *April Building Inspection/Code Enforcement Report:  Paul Clarke presented to the Board for their review the April building inspection and Code Enforcement Report.  Mr. Clarke updated the Board on a few problem areas and addressed any questions or concerns presented by the Board.  
       *Off-Street parking regulations: The Planning and Zoning board, city staff and Toby Brown reviewed and discussed the city’s current off-street parking regulations.  Discussion was held regarding parking restriction on residential properties.  It was the consensus of the Board to restrict parking, in accordance with city ordinance, to only driveways or parking pad and not allow the parking of trailers, campers, boats, race cars, junk vehicles, etc in grassy areas unless they are on a parking pad or driveway – all new parking pads must be constructed of concrete or asphalt material.  

       *Vehicle Weights and Definitions:  Discussion was held on the off-street parking of commercial vehicles on public right-of-ways.  It was noted that the definition of a commercial vehicles is more restrictive in the city zoning ordinance (#575) than in the city’s municipal ordinance (#449).  It was the consensus of the Planning and Zoning Board to keep zoning ordinance #575 as is and to amend municipal ordinance #449 to place parking restrictions on those commercial vehicles requiring a CDL license.  More discussion on revising municipal ordinance #449 will be held by the Hartford City Council.  
Adjournment:  A motion was made by Cunningham, second by Campbell, to adjourn at 8:09 pm - all voted yes, motion carried.

Minutes recorded by City Administrator, Teresa Sidel

