Hartford Planning and Zoning Minutes - Regular Meeting July 10, 2012
Chairman Munce called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. with the following members present: Ham, Wegleitner, Campbell, Cunningham, Mitchell and Bender.  City Administrator, Teresa Sidel was also present, along with the city Code Enforcer/Building Inspector, Paul Clark.  
Approval of the Agenda:  A motion was made by Cunningham, second by Mitchell to approve the July 10, 2012 agenda as set – all voted yes, motion carried.    
Approval of the Minutes:  The Board reviewed the June 26, 2012 regular meeting minutes.  A motion was made by Bender, second by Cunningham to approve the June 26, 2012 minutes – Ham and Mitchell abstained, with all others voting yes, motion carried.  
New Business & Updates:
       *Review Commercial Plans for Central States Mfg: The Hartford Planning and Zoning Board reviewed the commercial plans for a Light Industrial business at 2010 N Western Avenue.  Central States Manufacturing will be erecting a commercial building on this site for the purpose of manufacturing and distributing metal building products.  The city building inspector has reviewed the plans and after a couple of revisions, believes they are in accordance with building and city codes.  The Board discussed varies items such as setbacks, building height, driveways, fencing, lighting and dust control.  A motion was made by Munce, second by Ham, to approve the building plans for Central States Manufacturing and allow the City to issue a building permit contingent upon the following:  driveways entrances shall be approved by the County, dust control measures shall be applied as needed, fencing shall be erected around any outside garbage receptacles, a buffer of fencing, shrubs or another agreed upon material shall be placed along the south edge of the property, all lighting standards shall conform to city regulations and all city regulations and standards shall be met and approved by the city engineers – all voted yes, motion carried.  Dave Van Nieuwenhuyzen, a representative from Fiegen Construction, entered the meeting at 7:01pm and addressed questions from the Board.  Mr. Van Nieuwenhuyzen noted that Fiegen Construction will be the contractor in charge of the building project and mentioned that an erosion control plan has been submitted to the state for approval.  
       *June Building Inspection/Code Enforcement Report: The Board reviewed the June Building Inspection and Code Enforcement Report.   Paul Clarke, City Code Enforcer and Building Inspector, briefed the Board on work performed during the month of June and addressed any questions from the Board.  
       *Proposed AT&T telecommunication tower:  AT&T has submitted an application for a setback variance and Conditional Use Permit to co-locate on the current Verizon telecommunication tower within in city. There will be a public hearing and review of the application by the Board on July 31, 2012.    
Hearings /Petitions/Applications:  

A motion was made by Bender, second by Cunningham, to adjourn as the Planning and Zoning Board and reconvene as the Board of Adjustments – all voted yes, motion carried.

        *7:05pm Hearing – Zoning Variance Application – 305 N Colton Road:  Ed and Judy Searles of 305 N Colton Road have submitted a variance application for a north side yard setback variance of 18’ on a corner lot for the purpose of erecting a 23’x32’ garage addition.    According to city zoning regulations, a corner lot must have a 25’ yard setback on each side that abuts a roadway.  Mr. and Mrs. Searles noted that they would like to erect this garage to include a workshop area and a place for vehicle parking.  They noted to the Board that they have explored varies placement options for this building and due to  items such as utility lines, topography such as trees and current placement of existing building, they feel that the area on the north side of their garage is the only viable option for this addition.  Discussion was held regarding the size of the garage addition, hard surface driveways, options for alternative placement, and the requirements for a variance.  The Board noted that variances should only be granted if a hardship exists in which an owner can make no feasible or reasonable use of the property.  The Board, City Building Inspector and City Administrator would like to continue working with the Searles to come up with alternative options that would not require a variance.  The Searles have agreed to work with the City to explore other options that are agreeable to both parties.  A motion was made by Campbell, second by Bender to table this agenda item until more research and information can be obtained – all voted yes, motion carried.
A motion was made by Mitchell, second by Campbell, to adjourn as the Board of Adjustments and reconvene as the Planning and Zoning Board – all voted yes, motion carried.

          *7:15pm Hearing – Subdivision Variance Application – 2010 N Western Avenue: Central States Manufacturing has submitting a subdivision variance application asking the City to allow them to be on rural water and a septic tank system until the time when the City of Hartford extends municipal water and sewer services to their building site.   A motion was made by Bender, second by Mitchell, to grant Central States Manufacturing a subdivision variance to allow their new building site located at 2010 N Western Avenue to be on rural water and a septic sewer system until the time when the City of Hartford extends municipal water and sewer services to this site – all voted yes, motion carried.  
Adjournment:  A motion was made by Ham, second by Cunningham, to adjourn at 7:30 pm - all voted yes, motion carried.

Minutes recorded by City Administrator, Teresa Sidel

