Hartford Planning and Zoning Minutes - Regular Meeting August 12, 2014
Chairman Munce called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following members present: Bender, Bjergaard, Cunningham, Haugen, and Wegleitner.  McMahon was absent with notice.  City Administrator Teresa Sidel and City Code Enforcer/Building Inspector Paul Clarke were also present.    
Approval of the Agenda:  A motion was made by Cunningham, second by Haugen to approve the August 12, 2014 agenda as set – all voted yes, motion carried.    

Approval of the Minutes:   The minutes from the July 29, 2014 meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by Bjergaard, second by Haugen to approve the July 29, 2014 minutes – all voted yes, motion carried.
New Business/Updates:
    *Discussion of Buffer Zones and Setback Requirements:  Per request from the city council, the Planning and Zoning Board reviewed our setback requirements and discussed property buffer zones.  Toby Brown, Planner II for Southeast Council of Governments (SECOG) was also present.  Brown talked about the difference between a buffer zone and screening.  A buffer zone is the distance between different zoning uses and the city has minimum setback requirements in place that make up this buffer zone.  Brown did pointed out that Hartford’s zoning regulations and setback requirements are similar to surrounding cities.  The Board also discussed screening, which is a method of visually shielding or obscuring one abutting or nearby structure or use from another by fencing, walls, berms, or vegetation.  There was some talk about enacting a minimum screening requirement between residential and commercial property but this would be an added expense to the developer that may not be needed in all cases.   The Board felt like the city has a good process in place for reviewing more intense uses through our conditional use process, which includes a review of screening.  After Board discussion, it was the consensus of the Planning and Zoning Board to leave the city’s setback regulation as is and the Board will not establish a minimum screening requirement for commercial properties but address any screening issues or concerns through the Conditional Use Process.  
After this discussion, Brown distributed some information to the Board for review, along with information on the upcoming SD Planners Conference October 22nd and 23rd in Watertown.  
    *Code Enforcement and Building Inspector Report: Paul Clarke was present to update the Board on various building activities throughout Hartford.  The July code enforcement and building inspection report was reviewed.  Clarke noted that the city has 10 new homes in various stages of construction, a new 4 plex in Cresswood Addition has recently been completed, the AmericInn Hotel has begun construction and a permit has been issued for a new 6 plex along east 5th Street.  
     *City Administrator Updates: Sidel noted that the 2nd Reading of Ordinance #614 – rezoning of Lot 18, Block 2 of Ginsbach Addition from residential to community commercial will go before the city council on August 19, 2014.  The Board is encouraged to attend the SD Planners Conference and it was noted that city does pay expenses for this training.  
Adjournment:  A motion was made by Bender, second by Wegleitner to adjourn at 8:05 pm - all voted yes, motion carried.
Minutes recorded by City Administrator Teresa Sidel
