Hartford Planning and Zoning Minutes - Regular Meeting August 26, 2014
Chairman Munce called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following members present: Bender, Bjergaard, Cunningham, Haugen, and Wegleitner.  McMahon was absent with notice.  City Administrator Teresa Sidel and City Code Enforcer/Building Inspector Paul Clarke were also present.    
Approval of the Agenda:  A motion was made by Bjergaard, second by Cunningham to approve the August 26, 2014 agenda as set – all voted yes, motion carried.    

Approval of the Minutes:   The minutes from the August 12, 2014 meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by Haugen, second by Bender to approve the August 12, 2014 minutes – Wegleitner abstained with all others voting yes, motion carried.
Hearings/Petitions/Applications:
A motion was made by Bender, second by Haugen, to adjourn as the Planning and Zoning Board and reconvene as the Board of Adjustments – all voted yes, motion carried.

        * 7:05 Variance Hearing – 307 W 6th Street:  Bethany Tomaszewski and James Benson submitted a variance request for 307 W 6th Street (Lot 4, Block 4 of the Replat of Smith and Grovers Addition) for the placement of a fence 6’8” from their west property line. This property is at the corner of Western Avenue and 6th Street.  According to the city’s current fence regulations, if you have a corner lot that abuts an arterial street (Western Avenue), then the fence needs to be set back a minimum of 10 feet from the property line that abuts the arterial street.   Their property line is well off of Western Avenue (26’ 2”) but the proposed placement of this fence is only 6’8” from the property line – not the 10’ that is required.  Mr. Benson explained that they have a shed in their backyard that would be in the line of placement if they go 10’ from the property line along Western Avenue – they would like to encompass this shed within the fence area.  They also have a row of trees that run along Western Avenue and they intend to run the fence between the trees and shed.  It was the consensus of the Board that placement of the fence 6’ 8” from the west property line will not interfere with any intersection safety zones and would still allow a large ROW area off of Western Avenue for future improvements.  A motion was made by Bender, second by Bjergaard, to grant a 3’ 4” setback variance along the west property line of 307 W 6th Street to allow the placement of a fence 6’8” from the property line – all voted yes, motion carried.
A motion was made by Cunningham, second by Haugen, to adjourn as the Board of Adjustments and reconvene as the Planning and Zoning Board – all voted yes, motion carried.

New Business/Updates:
     *City Administrator Updates: Sidel and Clarke updated the Board on various building projects and development plans throughout town and addressed questions.  The Board was also presented information regarding the placement of sidewalks in the Nothdurft Subdivision. The Board was informed on the outcome of the rezone of Lot 18, Block 2 of Ginsbach Addition and the date and time of the city’s 2015 budget meeting.   Once again, the Board was encouraged to attend the SD Planners Conference and asked to confirm attendance by October 1st in order to secure accommodations.
Adjournment:  A motion was made by Cunningham, second by Bjergaard to adjourn at 7:45 pm - all voted yes, motion carried.
Minutes recorded by City Administrator Teresa Sidel
