
City Council Meeting – Regular Meeting October 17, 2017 

 
Mayor Jeremy Menning called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Hartford City Hall with the following city 

council members present:  Mark Monahan, Arden Jones, Travis Kuehl, Ryan Horn and Scott Nelson.  Mark 

Brenneman was absent with notice.  Also present were City Administrator Teresa Sidel, City Finance Officer Audra 

Sternke, Public Works Superintendent Craig Wagner, Chamber and Economic Development Director Jesse Fonkert 

and City Engineer Mitch Mergen. 

 

Approve Agenda:  A motion was made by Horn, second by Nelson, to approve the agenda as presented – all voted 

yes, motion carried.  

 

Approve Minutes of October 3, 2017 Meeting:  A motion was made by Kuehl, second by Jones, to approve the 

October 3, 2017 meeting minutes – all voted yes, motion carried. 

 

Approve Bills Submitted for Payment: A motion was made by Monahan, second by Horn, to approve the bills 

submitted for payment – all voted yes, motion carried. 

 

Hearings, Ordinances, & Resolutions: 

Resolution 2017-7: Approval of Special Assessment Roll for the Abatement of Nuisance: Administrator Sidel 

updated the council on an outstanding invoice due to the City that needs to be sent to the county for a special 

assessment.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Horn, to approve Resolution 2017-7 – all voted yes, 

motion carried. 

 

Resolution 2017-8: Establishment of the City of Hartford’s Provisional Legislative Priorities for the 2018 

State Legislative Session: Mayor Menning provided a copy of Resolution 2017-8 outlining a list of priorities that as 

a City we would like to support during the upcoming legislation in Pierre.  A motion was made by Kuehl, second by 

Horn, to approve Resolution 2017-8 – all voted yes, motion carried. 

 

2
nd

 Reading and Approval of Ordinance 648: Rezoning of the N 685’ of Lot 1, Swenson Addition to the City 

of Hartford in the W1/2 of the NW 1/4 , Township 102 N, Range 51W of the 5
th

 P.M., Minnehaha County, SD 

from Natural Resource Conservation District to Light Industrial: Ordinance 648 is an ordinance that rezones 

part of the current Sports Complex to Light Industrial.  Mayor Menning approached the council and spoke on the 

issue.  Matt Evans approached the council to answer questions regarding the sports complex.  Mayor Menning read 

aloud a letter written to the City from the Swenson family.  Below is the letter sent to the city. 

 
“Hartford City Council     October 3, 2017 

Attn: Teresa Sidel, City Administrator 

Hartford, South Dakota 57033 

Dear Hartford City Council Members: 

On behalf of the C. Donald Swenson family (formerly of two and half miles north of 

Hartford), I am writing to request that this letter be read at the Tuesday, October 3rd 

meeting of the Hartford City Council. 

My sister (Debra) and I having visited Hartford this past weekend while back home for 

our Dad’s 93rd birthday, learned of the proposed rezoning of the land north of Hartford 

known as the Swenson Sports Complex. 

We discussed this with our father who farmed this land for over 25 years, and all three of 

us agreed that we never would have sold this agricultural land to the city of Hartford if 

we had known that the city would use it for purposes other than a Sports Complex.   

Note: as a retired attorney, I would question whether the land could be used for any 

purpose other than that of its intended purpose: the Swenson Sports Complex.  

When we sold this land to the city, we did so with the intent of providing a place for 

future generations to participate in team sports!  As two girls who grew up in a time when 

sports teams were not available yet to girls, we know how much we missed and how 

valuable team sports are. The fact that the land was to be used as a place for girls and 

boys to learn the value of team sportsmanship was our intent.  

We are most distraught that this land would be taken away from the youth it was intended 

to serve!  We urge the council not to rezone this property. 

Please note that the family would like this letter to be included in the Hartford City 

Council Minutes and published in the paper with the minutes of the Council’s meeting. 

Most sincerely, 

Diane Swenson 

Debra Swenson Vought  

C. Donald Swenson” 



 

Dave Lorang, Paul Zimmer and Matt Evans all approached the council in opposition of this ordinance.  Questions 

were asked by the council to Paul Zimmer regarding the original contract signed by him for the sports complex.  

Chamber and Economic Development Director Fonkert approached the council in favor of this ordinance.  Brian 

Voth approached the council with questions regarding the request for information process.  A motion was made by 

Nelson, second by Kuehl, to approve the 2
nd

 reading of Ordinance 648 – Monahan voted no with all others voting 

yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Kuehl, second by Horn, to appropriate $100,000.00 budgeted to the 

sports complex for 2017 from the general fund to the sports complex fund.  Kuehl rescinded his motion.  A motion 

was made by Nelson, second by Horn, to table the supplemental appropriations discussion for the sports complex to 

the December 5, 2017 city council meeting – all voted yes, motion carried. 

 

Review Amendments to Employee Policy Manual – Policy 9:  Administrator Sidel presented to the council the 

proposed changes to the Employee Policy Manual – Policy 9.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Nelson, 

to approve the changes to Policy 9 of the Employee Policy Manual – all voted yes, motion carried. 

 

Reports: 

Fire Department Report: Chief Bryon Shumaker reported that 22 calls were responded to in the month of 

September, 6 of which were in Hartford.  He reported that they conducted a business meeting, EMS had training on 

strokes and fire had training on natural gas emergencies in September.  They also participated in the Community 

Information night that was held by the Chamber.  In October, they conducted a fire prevention class and did a live 

burn demonstration for the middle school.  This month EMS will do training on psychiatric care and opioid 

overdoses.  The EMS will also participate in a state wide training in Pierre. 

 

Chamber and Economic Development Director Report: Director Fonkert reported that the Chamber had a job 

fair in September.  He reported that a grant from MidAmerican was given to cover part of the cost of the job fair.  

Fonkert reported that the HADC toured Garretson and Brandon to get ideas for growing development.  Fonkert 

spoke on the increasing need for daycares in the area and the research he is doing on the subject.  The next Chamber 

newsletter will be sent out next week. He also invited the council to attend the upcoming Hartford Halloween event 

at the Legion on October 31.  Fonkert reported that the Annual Chamber Meeting will be on November 14.  

Councilman Kuehl asked questions to Fonkert regarding first time home buyer needs in the area that go along with 

the daycare needs.  Terry Hagen approached the council to give insight on the subject. 

 

City Engineer Report: Engineer Mergen reported that they have been working on a study for rural development.  

He reported that the Mike Franken trail went back to change order and they were able to reduce the cost of the 

project.  Mergen reported on force account activity.  Mergen also reported that he had met with Sidel and Wagner 

regarding the subdivision regulations. 

 

Public Works Superintendent Report:   
Streets – Superintendent Wagner reported that patch work on 2

nd
 street was being done and then all the 

patch work for this year is complete.  He reported that a boulevard tree needed to be taken down and that will be 

done this week.  Wagner reported that he attended the SDML conference in Sioux Falls and was even able to tour 

the weather service.  Wagner reported that they are hauling salt and preparing equipment for the winter season.  

Wagner answered questions from the council regarding the traffic report he provided and shared that the DOT and 

county were open and working with us on placement of the traffic counter on any roads in the area. 

Water & Sewer – Wagner reported that the PH level is still testing high and cannot discharge until it 

comes down.  He reported that he has the quarterly reports sent into the DNR.  He also reported that they were able 

to televise the sewer lines at the Cressman property and all looks good from the initial look.   

Park and Pool – Wagner reported that the funbrella has been installed at the pool and that the pool has 

now been winterized for the season. 

  

Finance Officer Report: Finance Officer Sternke gave a report with a look at the cash revenue and expenses.  She 

reported that she attended the SDML conference in Sioux Falls and was able to attend several informative sessions.  

She also updated the council on the website progress and reported that the new site should be up and running this 

week.  The calendar of events was also provided. 

 

City Administrator Report:  Administrator Sidel gave an update that the new Code Enforcer has been working and 

will be present at the next council meeting to meet them council.  She reported that a meeting was held with 

Stockwell to discuss subdivision regulations and that the P&Z board will be working next on the regulations.  She 

reported that she is starting work on updating information for the Census.  Sidel also reported that she was able to 



attend the SDML conference in Sioux Falls and will be meeting with staff soon to make any changes from the 

information and knowledge they received. 

 

Old Business: 

Update and Discussion of Mickelson Road Project: Sidel updated the Council on the latest information regarding 

Mickelson Road.  She reported that the Jarding and Jacobsma agreements have been signed and are ready for the 

project.  There are two agreements that are still being worked on; one with Mrs. Stumpe and one with Mr. Assam.  

She reported that all changes had been made to the Stumpe agreement and there were several points worked out with 

the Assam agreement.  Sam Assam was present and approached the council with a request to extend the road on 

464
th

 going north.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Nelson, to extend the scope of the project north on 

464
th

 to the north property line of Jacobsma’s contingent upon Mr. Assam giving us the right of way on the south 

part of his property when the City is ready to construct the road – all voted yes, motion carried. 

   

Adjournment: A motion was made by Kuehl, second by Horn, to adjourn at 9:34pm – all voted yes, motion carried. 

   

 Minutes recorded by Finance Officer, Audra Sternke. 

 

I, the undersigned, Audra Sternke, Finance Officer in and for the City of Hartford, South Dakota, do hereby certify 

that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes which is on file at the Municipal Finance 

Office. 

 

____________________________________                             

Audra Sternke, Finance Officer 


