
 

City Council Meeting – Regular Meeting  October 20, 2020  

 
Mayor Jeremy Menning called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with the following city council members present: Mark 

Monahan, Arden Jones, Travis Kuehl, Mark O’Hara and LaVonne Randall.  Mark Brenneman joined via teleconference.  

Also present were City Administrator Teresa Sidel, City Finance Officer Karen Wilber, Public Works Superintendent Craig 

Wagner, Chamber & Economic Development Director Gabe Steinmeyer, City Engineer Mitch Mergen, City Attorney Tom 

Frieberg and approximately 8 people from the public. 

 

BUSINESS ITEMS: 

• Approve Agenda:  A motion was made by Jones, second by Kuehl to approve the agenda as set - all voted yes, 

motion carried.  

• Approval of the Minutes:  A motion was made by Kuehl, second by Jones to approve the meeting minutes from 

October 6, 2020 – all voted yes, motion carried.   

• Approval of the Bills:  A motion was made by Jones, second by Randall to approve the bills submitted for 

payment – all voted yes, motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Eric Kunzweiler, President of the Hartford Area Softball Assoc, was present to award the City 

Parks Dept with the 2020 Masterson Award.  This award, which was created in honor of Larry Masterson and his 

dedication to softball in the Hartford area, was awarded to the City for the support the City has given to the softball 

program through the use of city facilities and fields and the maintenance of them including new scoreboards, fencing, 

dragging and mowing to name a few.  Mayor Menning then presented the award to Public Works Assistant Terry Hagen.  

Hagen handles the majority of the maintenance of the fields on a day to day basis as well as during events.  Hagen accepted 

the award and acknowledged that it is a team effort between all staff, including the part time summer help.  He thanked the 

entire Hartford community for the support they have given the softball program.  Job well done to everyone involved!   

 

ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, APPLICATIONS AND HEARINGS: 

• 2nd Reading of Ordinance #700 – Amend Lands Included within Rural Service District:  Ordinance #700 

would update the City’s list of property that would fall under the Rural Service District classification.  When 

classified as a Rural Service District, rather than Urban Service District, the land is taxed at the county tax rate 

verse the city tax rate.  A motion was made by Kuehl, second by O’Hara to approve 2nd reading of Ordinance #700 

to amend lands included within Rural Service District – all voted yes, motion carried. 
 
VISITORS: 

• Jim Feeney with SECOG was present to update the council on the Sioux Falls Metropolitan Planning Organization 

(MPO) 2045 Long-Range Transportation Plan.  Federal law required this plan to be updated every five years.  

Since Hartford is part of the MPO, City Administrator Sidel has been involved in this process.  A final draft of the 

plan will be posted on the MPO’s website gosiouxfalls2045.com by Oct 28th.  Public comments will be accepted 

through Nov 4th with the public hearing to be held via Zoom video conference on Nov 5th. 

• Larry Kolterman, developer of the South Main Addition, was present to address the council about the oversizing 

done to Main Ave and the associated costs.  This item was tabled to allow Kolterman time to gather all the 

necessary documents related to this issue. 
 

REPORTS: 

• Sheriff’s Department Report:  Deputy Kardas provided his report on the month of Sept, which had 330 calls for 

service.  Upcoming events that Kardas will participate in are a virtual Coffee with the Cops session, the Chamber’s 

Trunk or Treat event and the Rake Up the Community event hosted by WC Athletics.   

• Fire Department Report:  Fire Chief Bryon Shumaker was present to give a fire department update.  For Sept 

there were 32 total calls with 19 in city limits.  Shumaker gave a recap of training that was held in Sept for both 

EMS & Fire.  Fire prevention week was held Oct 5th – 9th with training sessions held at both WC elementary and 

middle schools. 

• Engineer Report:  Mitch Mergen provided engineer updates:  

9th Street Improvements – The project is substantially complete.  An inspection was conducted on Oct 13th and a 

punch list of items to complete/correct will be forwarded to the contractor.  A response regarding corrective action 

on the asphalt has not yet been received from the contractor yet but is expected by the next council meeting. 

Ruud/Opal Lane Intersection Improvements –  The project is substantially complete.  A punch list of items to 

complete/correct has been sent to the contractor.  Once complete, the final pay app will be presented for payment. 

Vandemark Avenue Improvements – All warranty repairs are now complete.  An inspection will be done to verify.     



Mickelson Road Improvements –  Warranty repairs are almost done.  Once completed, an inspection will be 

conducted.  Work continues on the LOMR application. 

Knapp’s Landing Addition – The developers of Knapp’s Landing are requesting an extension on placing their top 

lift of asphalt for Phase I of their development.  Their paving contractor, Myrl & Roy’s, is experiencing delays due 

to the pandemic.  They have indicated that they will not get to their job until next year.  Any extension requires 

council approval.  Engineers and staff find no items of concern in granting a one-year extension.  A motion was 

made by Jones, second by Kuehl to grant Knapp’s Landing developer a one-year extension for placing the top lift 

of asphalt for Phase I – all voted yes, motion carried.  

• Public Works Report:  Public Works Superintendent Wagner’s report was provided. Updates include:  

Streets –  Staff has been preparing equipment for winter.  Beaverbuilt is doing some reinforcement work on the 

sander.  Once complete, it will be ready to put on the dump truck.  Mosquito fogging is done for the year.  Street 

sweeping will continue as weather allows.  The speed trailer has been out at various problem areas. Staff continues 

to work on drainage areas.  At the 2021 budget meeting funding was approved for the purchase of a reversable 

plow and a sander. Wagner was notified by Sanitation Projects that equipment orders are 90 days out.  Wagner is 

requesting approval to order the items now, with receipt and payment to happen in January 2021.  A quote on each 

was provided.  A motion was made by Jones, second by Kuehl to approve the quotes and ordering of the 

reversable plow and sander with payment to be made in 2021 from budgeted street funds – all voted yes, motion 

carried.             

Water – Staff continues to change out meters as time allows.   

Sewer – DMR are done for the month.  Samples will be taken over the next few weeks to see if was are able to 

discharge.  Repairs have been done to the pump at Sagehorn lift station.      

Parks – The drinking fountain in the main park was knocked over so it has been removed.  With the colder 

weather, bathrooms are scheduled to be closed this week. 

Pool – Staff is wrapping up the painting of the inside of the bath house. 

Sports Complex – Over the next few weeks the batting cage and soccer nest will be taken down. 

Public Buildings – The walls, ceiling & insulation are done.  Tin work will be done next week as time allows. 

• Finance Officer Report:  City Finance Officer Wilber’s report was provided. Items included cash balances, sales 

tax revenue and committee fund balances as of Sept 30th and a recap of bills submitted for payment.  The 

attendance report for council payroll was provided for review.  The calendar of events was also provided.  

• City Administrator Report:  City Administrator Sidel’s report was provided.  Nine RFQs for the future WWTF 

were received.  The selection committee is planning to meet Oct 22nd to narrow the selection down to two or three 

firms for interviewing.  With the 9th Street project substantially complete, Sidel will compile an assessment roll 

which will come before the council in Nov.  Staff is working on bid specs for the Mickelson Rd lift station 

generator.  Once we complete, we will advertise for bids.  Speed Limit and No Outlet signage will be installed on 

Opal Ln.  It was the consensus of the council to postpone the City’s Christmas party due to the pandemic.  It was 

suggested that in the spring/summer an outdoor event be held instead.  This will be discussed further at a later 

date.     

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

• Discuss Advertising at Swenson Sports Complex:  Representation from Hartford Area Sports & Rec was not 

present at the meeting.   A motion was made by Kuehl, second by Jones to table this item – all voted yes, motion 

carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

• Review/Approve Surplus Property List:  Staff is requesting to surplus the following items: 
o Two sanders on the dump trucks purchased earlier this year. These sanders are designed for highway use.  

To be sold/donated to another government entity.   
o Plow on the ’94 dump truck.  To be sold/donated to another government entity. 
o Under-belly blade on the 2000 Sterling.  To be sold/donated to another government entity.   
o Seven AT&T phone units. To be advertised for sale.   
o Two bikes found in the park that remain unclaimed.  To be donated.   
o Broken drinking fountain from the park.  To be scrapped. 
o Rusted out sander from the ’94 dump truck.  To be scrapped.   

A motion was made by Kuehl, second by O’Hare to approve the surplus list as presented and for staff to dispose of 

 items as they see fit – all voted yes, motion carried. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE:  Sidel recognized Paul Clarke who recently received the SD Municipal League’s Code Enforcer 

of the Year Award for his work at the City of Brandon.  Clarke is also the part-time building inspector for Hartford. 

   



EXECUTIVE SESSION:  A motion was made Kuehl, second by O’Hara to enter executive session pursuant to SDCL 1-

25-2 (1) for personnel and SDCL 1-25-2 (3) for legal at 8:20pm – all voted yes, motion carried.   

 

Minutes recorded by Finance Officer Karen Wilber. 

  

I, the undersigned, Karen Wilber, Finance Officer in and for the City of Hartford, South Dakota, do hereby certify that the 

above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes which is on file at the Municipal Finance Office. 

 

 

____________________________________                             

Karen Wilber, Finance Officer 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  A motion was made by Kuehl, second by O’Hara to exit executive session at 9:30pm – all 

voted yes, motion carried.  

 

A motion was made by Kuehl, second by Jones to terminate Gabe Steinmeyer as the Chamber and Economic Development 

Director effective October 21, 2020 – all voted yes, motion carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Monahan, second by O’Hara to adjourn at 9:31pm – all voted yes, motion 

carried. 
 

Minutes recorded by City Administrator Teresa Sidel. 

  

I, the undersigned, Teresa Sidel, City Administrator in and for the City of Hartford, South Dakota, do hereby certify that the 

above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes which is on file at the Municipal Finance Office. 

 

 

____________________________________                             

Teresa Sidel, City Administrator 


