Hartford Planning and Zoning Minutes - Regular Meeting October 29, 2013
Chairman Munce called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the following members present: Bender, Mitchell, Cunningham, Campbell, Ham and Wegleitner. City Administrator Teresa Sidel and City Code Enforcer/Building Inspector Paul Clarke were also present.
Approval of the Agenda:  A motion was made by Cunningham, second by Ham to approve the October 29, 2013 agenda as set - all voted yes, motion carried.    

Approval of the Minutes:   The Board reviewed the October 8, 2013 regular meeting minutes.  It was noted that a name correction needed to be made within the minutes.  A motion was made by Bender, second by Wegleitner to approve the October 8, 2013 regular meeting minutes with the name corrections– Mitchell abstained with all others voting yes, motion carried.    

Correspondence/Visitor Recognition:  
        *Visitor-Mark Monahan:  Council Member Mark Monahan addressed the Planning and Zoning Board.  He commended the Board for the good job that they are doing and noted that he would like to see better communication between the P&Z Board and himself as a city council member.  Both the P&Z Board and the City Council need to work together for the good of the community.  It was noted that a P&Z representative will attend any council meeting that might need explanation to the council regarding a P&Z Board’s decision. 
        *Visitor-Roger Gilbert:  Mr. Gilbert was present to ask the Board about the city’s current zoning and sub-division regulations.  He was directed to the city’s current ordinances.

Old Business:     

     *Discuss Option for 301 E 5th Street-Venice Becker Property:  Venice Becker owns the property at 301 E 5th Street. He wishes to erect a multi-family housing unit with detached garages.  An earlier plan was presented to the city and denied.  Mr. Becker has asked for input from the P&Z Board regarding what changes the Board would like to see in his plans in order to move forward with his project.  Several Board members discussed concerns they had with his previous plans and noted the following:  

Drainage Concerns:  Several Board members noted that the drainage plan previously submitted by Mr. Becker did not meet the approval of the city engineers.  This area does have water and drainage issues and a new drainage plan will need to be submitted to meet city engineer’s approval.
Size of Unit:  The Board also noted concerns regarding the size of the proposed apartment unit.  Mr. Becker would like to erect an 8 plex apartment unit but concerns regarding the narrow street and additional units within an already densely populated area made the Board convey to Mr. Becker that a smaller structure such as a 4 plex would be a better fit into the area.  A 4 plex would possibly allow additional detention pond area, more green space, additional parking and more area between properties.  

New Business:
      *Discussion of Elevated Sheds:  The Board discussed the possibility of allowing elevated sheds within a drainage easement.  Currently fences or sheds are not allowed within drainage easements because they impede the flow of water through that easement and there is a potential for causing water backup and problems.  A resident in town would like to place a shed within the drainage easement in his backyard.  He has asked if he can elevate the shed to allow the water to flow through.  If he elevates the shed there are still questions regarding the kind of posts that will be used, the number of posts that will be allowed, will the posts impede the flow of water or not and questions would also arise regarding enclosing the bottom area of the shed and how the city can regulate keeping the opening clear for water flow.  City zoning regulations do not address elevated sheds and there are currently no guidelines that address the questions that would arise with an elevated shed.   It was the consensus of the Board to not allow elevated sheds.
       *Review Off-Street Parking Ordinance:  The City Council has asked the Planning and Zoning Board to review the city’s current zoning regulation on off-street parking.  The Board defined what items will be regulated by the city’s parking ordinance and then discussion was held regarding parking pads and access aisles.  A draft of the proposed changes will be written and presented at the next P&Z meeting for review by the Board.  
Adjournment:  A motion was made by Mitchell, second by Cunningham to adjourn at 9:07 pm - all voted yes, motion carried.
Minutes recorded by City Administrator Teresa Sidel
