
City Council Meeting – Regular Meeting November 4, 2020 

 
Mayor Jeremy Menning called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with the following city council members present: Mark 

Monahan, Arden Jones, Mark Brenneman, Travis Kuehl, Mark O’Hara and LaVonne Randall.  Also present were City 

Administrator Teresa Sidel, City Finance Officer Karen Wilber, Public Works Superintendent Craig Wagner, City Engineer 

Mitch Mergen, and approximately four people from the public.    

 

BUSINESS ITEMS: 

• Approve Agenda:  A motion was made by Jones, second by Kuehl to approve the agenda as set - all voted yes, 

motion carried. 

• Approval of the Minutes:  A motion was made by Jones, second by Randall to approve the meeting minutes from 

October 20, 2020  – all voted yes, motion carried.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  Allan Martens was present to thank the City for putting up the two stop signs and painting the 

curb yellow for no parking at the corner of Opal Ln & Cressman Trl.  Martens suggested to make that intersection a 4-way 

stop and to put more speed limit signage up along Opal Ln.  Public Works Superintendent Wagner said that the City has a 

No Outlet sign on order and will put that, along with a speed limit sign, on Opal Ln.    

 

ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, APPLICATIONS, AGREEMENTS AND HEARINGS: 

• 7:05 Zoning Amendment Hearing: 

o 1st Reading of Ordinance #698 – Amendment to Off-Street Parking Regulations:  This ordinance, which 

has been suggested by the Planning & Zoning Board, would change the zoning regulations on driveway 

widths.  Currently, driveway widths can be no wider than 36 feet at the property line.  With the suggested 

changes, the 36-foot width requirement would start on the street side of the sidewalk verses the property 

line.  If there is no sidewalk, then it would be at the property line.  Discussion was held on those 

properties that have a sidewalk with little or no boulevard area.  With this proposed change, a large 

portion of those yards could possibly be concrete.  It was discussed that the regulations should address 

these types of situations as well.  A motion was made by Kuehl, second by Randall to have the Planning 

& Zoning Board review Ordinance #698 further – all voted yes, motion carried. 

o 1st Reading of Ordinance #699 – Amendment to Zoning Definitions:  This ordinance, which has been 

suggested by the Planning & Zoning Board, would change the zoning regulations adding in-ground pools 

to the definition of “Structure” allowing the City to regulate setback and placement requirements.  

Discussion was held on above ground pools and if they should also be considered a “Structure” as some 

of the larger ones are more permanently installed.  A motion was made by Kuehl, second by Brenneman 

to have the Planning & Zoning Board review Ordinance #699 further – all voted yes, motion carried.     

  

VISITORS:  None 

 

REPORTS: 

• Sheriff’s Department Report:  Deputy Kardas was present to provide his report for the month of October, which 

had 332 calls for service for the month.   Kardas and another Deputy had a great time participated in the 

Chamber’s Trunk or Treat event.    

• Engineer Report:  Mitch Mergen was present to provide engineer updates:  

9th Street Improvements – A punch list of items has been provided to the contractor.  A response from the 

contractor regarding corrective action on the asphalt is expected shortly. 

Ruud/Opal Lane Intersection Improvements –  The contractor will be working on punch list items over the next 

several weeks. 

Vandemark Avenue Improvements – An inspection of warranty work has been done.  The contract has been 

notified of incomplete items, which are seeding & fine grading of disturbed area.       

Mickelson Road Improvements –  Warranty repairs are nearly complete; at which time an inspection of the work 

will be conducted.  Approval of the LOMR application is expected in the coming months. 

• Public Works Report:  Public Works Superintendent Wagner’s report was provided to the council.   

Streets –  Staff has been shaping up gravel roads.  Wagner has ordered the new plow & sander that were approved 

at the last council meeting.  Street sweeping will continue as weather allows.  The speed trailer is out.              

Water – Staff has changed out around 150 meters and continues to work on them as time allows.   

Sewer – Staff will be changing a pump on the main lift station.  October DMR reporting will be done next week.  

Samples will be taken at the lagoons in the next few weeks to see if we are able to discharge.      



Parks – Staff continues to pick up leaves in the parks with plans to fertilize next week.  Some of the refurbished 

playground equipment is schedule to get painted next week.  Cleanup of trash & debris along Turtle Creek has 

been done. 

Pool – The painting of the bathhouse is complete. 

Sports Complex – The soccer next are scheduled to be taken down next week. 

Public Buildings – The shop remodel project is now complete. 

• Finance Officer Report: City Finance Officer Wilber’s report was provided to the Council.  Items included a 

summary of revenues received in Oct along with an overview of the city’s cash balances, revenues and expenses 

through Sept.  The Nov calendar of events was also provided.  Wilber processed the Council payroll on Nov 3rd.      

• City Administrator Report:  City Administrator Sidel’s report was provided to the Council.  Sidel, along with 

Chamber & HADF members, have been covering the CEDD duties.  The City will be interviewing 4 engineering 

firms to head up the  future WWTF project.  Interviews will be conducted on Nov 23rd & 24th.  Jeff VanOverbeke 

has been hired for the parttime snow removal position.  We will continue to post the job with the hope of getting 

one more person hired.  Sidewalks in Ward 3 will be inspected this week.  Letters will then go out to property 

owners having any deficiencies.  The City does not mandate that deficiencies be corrected.  The letter is simply a 

courtesy to let them know.  With the end of the year approaching, Sidel is working on an ordinance to supplement 

the budget for unexpected expenditures made this year.  At the July 21st council meeting the council approved 

spending up to $1,000 out of the 3rd penny fund for a video to market Hartford.  The video is complete.  Sidel 

played it for the council’s review.  Suggested changes will be given to Pinnacle Production.  Once updates are 

made and reviewed, final payment will be made. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:   

• Discuss Advertising at Swenson Sports Complex:  Representation from Hartford Area Sports & Rec was not 

present at the meeting.   A motion was made by Jones, second by Monahan to table this item until the next meeting 

– all voted yes, motion carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   

• Review/Approve Sewer Easement Agreements with DEH Investments, LLC:  Two easements needed for the 

Western Avenue Sanitary Sewer Extension project were presented to the council.  One is a temporary construction 

easement which will run along Western Ave and along 12th St.  The other is a permanent sanitary sewer easement 

that will run along Western Ave.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Kuehl to approve both easement 

agreements as presented – all voted yes, motion carried.    

• Assessment for 9th Street Project:  

o Confirm Assessment Costs:  The actual costs of the street/sidewalk for this project was $151.84 per linear 

foot.  Per the City’s assessment policy, the project will be assessed at a rate of $100 per linear foot.  A 

motion was made by Monahan, second by Jones to approve the costs as presented and assess at a rate of 

$100 per linear foot – all voted yes, motion carried.  

o Confirm Payment Plan, Installments & Interest Rate:  Property owners will have until Oct 1, 2021 to pay 

their assessments without incurring any interest charges.  After that time, any unpaid balance will go on a 

payment plan.  There are two different payment plan options that the city can set.  Payment Plan #1 

would allow the Minnehaha County Treasurer to collect the payment from the property owner at the time 

payment is collect for real estate taxes on the property.  Payment Plan #2 would allow all payments to 

come directly to the City.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Brenneman to elect Payment Plan 

#1 with a term of 10 years at 10% interest – all voted yes, motion carried. 

o Set Public Hearing Date & Time:  By law, the City is required to hold a public hearing.  During this 

hearing, the property owners and public can ask questions and/or address the council about the 

assessments.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Kuehl to set the public hearing date on Dec 1st 

at 7:05pm – all voted yes, motion carried.    

• Review/Approve CEDD Job Description & Authorize Job Posting:  Mayor Menning gave a brief update on 

matters concerning the CEDD position.  Sioux Valley Electric has graciously offered to help staff an interim 

person to keep things flowing as smooth as possible until a permanent solution it made.  Menning also indicated 

that the City is in discussion with both the Chamber and HADF as to what they are looking for in a director and 

the best way to move forward with this position.  Discussion have also been held with MCDEA/LCDEA on 

possibly contracting a director through their organization.  Since these discussions are all still ongoing, it was 

suggested holding off on this agenda item for now.  A motion was made by Jones, second by O’Hara to table this 

item until the next meeting – all voted yes, motion carried.           

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  Councilman Kuehl and O’Hara commented on the successful Trunk or Treat event held in 

Hartford on Halloween.  The event was well attended and received many good comments.  Job well done to all involved!     



 

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Jones, second by Monahan to adjourn at 8:15pm – all voted yes, motion 

carried. 
 

Minutes recorded by Finance Officer Karen Wilber. 

  

I, the undersigned, Karen Wilber, Finance Officer in and for the City of Hartford, South Dakota, do hereby certify that the 

above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes which is on file at the Municipal Finance Office. 

 

 

____________________________________                             

Karen Wilber, Finance Officer 


