
City Council Meeting – Regular Meeting December 15, 2020  

 
Mayor Jeremy Menning called the meeting to order at 7:00pm at Hartford City Hall with the following city council 

members present:  Mark Monahan, Arden Jones, Mark Brenneman, Travis Kuehl, Mark O’Hara and LaVonne Randall.  

Also present were City Administrator Teresa Sidel, City Finance Officer Karen Wilber, Public Works Superintendent Craig 

Wagner, City Engineer Mitch Mergen and approximately 3 people from the public. 

 

BUSINESS ITEMS: 

• Approve Agenda:  A motion was made by Jones, second by Brenneman to approve the agenda as set - all voted 

yes, motion carried.  

• Approval of the Minutes:  A motion was made by O’Hara, second by Randall to approve the meeting minutes 

from December 1,2020 – all voted yes, motion carried.  

• Approval of the Bills:  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Jones to approve the bills submitted for 

payment – all voted yes, motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None 

 

VISITORS: 

• Greg Oleson with Goldenwest Telecommunications addressed the council via teleconference along with Rich 

Heiman, who was present at the meeting.  A brief history of Goldenwest was given, where they started to where 

they are now.  Goldenwest partners with all the communities they service in any way they can – through economic 

development donations, scholarships, donations to beautification projects to name a few.  They are truly invested 

in each community.  With the infrastructure Goldenwest has in place, Hartford is in a good position for future 

growth and those communication needs that come along with that growth. 

• Bruce Wilsey with Brosz Engineering was present to discuss the recent bridge inspections they completed for the 

City.  The City has 4 bridges that are required by the State to be inspected.  All 4 bridges are in good condition and 

no repair recommendations were made. 

 

ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, APPLICATIONS AND HEARINGS: 

• 7:05 Public Hearing – Liquor License Transfer from Empire Productions, LLC to Hartford Fireside, LLC:  

The City has received paperwork to transfer the on-sale liquor license from Empire Productions, LLC to Hartford 

Fireside, LLC.  A motion was made by Jones, second by O’Hare to approve the transfer of the on-sale liquor 

license from Empire Productions, LLC to Hartford Fireside, LLC – Brenneman abstained with all others voting 

yes, motion carried. 

• 1st Reading of Ordinance #699 – Zoning Definition Amendment:  This ordinance, which has been suggested by 

the Planning & Zoning Board, would change the zoning regulations adding in-ground pools to the definition of 

“Structure” allowing the City to regulate setback and placement requirements.  This ordinance came before the 

council on Nov 4th and action was taken to have the Planning & Zoning Board review this further in regard to 

regulating above ground pools as well.  On Nov 30th, the Planning & Zoning Board reviewed again and made no 

changes stating that the placement of above ground pools, and any liability associated with them, is the owner’s 

responsibility.  A motion was made by Jones, second by Kuehl to approve 1st reading of Ordinance #699 amending 

zoning definitions – Brenneman voted no with all others voting yes, motion carried. 

• 2nd Reading of Ordinance #701 – 2020 Supplemental Appropriation:  This ordinance will provide additional 

appropriations to the City’s 2020 budget.  A motion was made by Brenneman, second by Monahan to approve 2nd 

reading of Ordinance #701 2020 Supplemental Appropriation which will add $277,261.66 to the general fund 101 

budget; $67,869.39 the capital improvement fund 505 budget; $553,306.50 to the capital improvement fund 508 

budget; $130,000 to the water fund 602 budget; and $849,774.45 to the sewer fund 604 budget – all voted yes, 

motion carried. 

• Resolution 2020-16 Transfer Funds from Special Assessment Fund to General Fund:  The special assessment 

fund was set up in 2006 for street assessments paid to the city.  All these assessments have been paid and this fund 

needs to be closed.  Resolution 2020-16 will transfer the balance in this fund to the general fund. A motion was 

made by Monahan, second by Brenneman to approve Resolution #2020-16 – all voted yes, motion carried. 

• Resolution 2020-17 Transfer Funds from Water Fund to Mickelson Road Fund:  With the Mickelson Road 

project there were expenses related to the FEMA LOMR process.  Resolution 2020-17 will transfer monies from 

the water fund to the Mickelson Rd fund to cover these costs.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by 

Brenneman to approve Resolution #2020-17 – all voted yes, motion carried. 

• Resolution 2020-18 Transfer Funds from General Fund/Vandemark Ave Fund to 9th Street Fund:  Funding 

for the 9th St project were to be loan proceeds along with monies from the general fund.  When loan proceeds were 

received, those funds were placed in the Vandemark Ave project fund.  Resolution 2020-18 will transfer loan 

proceeds from the Vandemark Ave fund, along with monies from the general fund, to the 9th St fund.  A motion 

was made by Monahan, second by Brenneman to approve Resolution #2020-18 – all voted yes, motion carried. 

 



• Resolution 2020-19 Transfer of Contingency Funds:  This resolution would approve the transfer of funds from 

the city’s contingency account to the finance office account in the general fund.  A motion was made Monahan, 

second by Brenneman to approve Resolution 2020-19 to transfer $4,639.28 from the city’s contingency account to 

the finance office account  – all voted, motion carried. 

 

REPORTS: 

• Fire Department Report:  Fire Chief Bryon Shumaker was present to give a department update to the council.  

Shumaker reported that Nov had 56 total calls with 16 in city limits.  An update was given on the various trainings 

that were held for fire and EMS services.  Shumaker will be stepping down as chief on Jan 13th, with Matt Horn 

taking over the position.  Shumaker thanked the City for their partnership with the department. 

• Engineer Report:  Mitch Mergen’s report was provided to the council.   

9th Street Improvements – A corrective action proposal has been received from the contractor for the portion of 

asphalt that was paved in wet conditions.  Since testing came back satisfactory, they are proposing a warranty 

extension rather than relay the pavement.  The contract allows for a 1-year warranty.  The contractor is proposing 

an additional 4 years, for a total of 5 years.  Further discussion was held on whether 5 years would be long enough 

and also the precedent that would set if the city does not require the contractor to fix the issue.  A motion was 

made by Brenneman, second by Randall to reject the contractor’s proposal – all voted yes, motion carried.  The 

consensus of the council is that the contractor mill and relay the top lift on the affected section of the street.  

Mergen will follow up with the contractor. 

Ruud/Opal Lane Intersection Improvements –  The final pay application is being reviewed with the contractor and 

will be presented at a future meeting. 

Mickelson Road Improvements –  Engineers continue to work through the items with FEMA in regard to the 

LOMR. 

• Public Works Report:  Public Works Superintendent Wagner’s report was provided to the council.   

Streets –  Wagner has submitted the 2021 slurry seal project information to city engineers, who will submit to the 

City of Sioux Falls for bidding.  Sweeping has been put on hold unless the weather warms up.  Staff has been 

working through some issues with the crossing lights and needed parts have been ordered.  Cleaning of drainage 

areas will continue as weather allows.  Christmas decoration will be taken down after the first of the year.               

Water – Staff continues to change out meters as time allows.  There are over 200 on the new system now.  

Quarterly reporting is done.  

Sewer – The Nov DMR reporting is complete.  Wagner will be working on the Dec, which is due Jan 28th.  

Discharging is done and there were no violations.  A spare pump was purchased for the Sagehorn lift station.    

Park:  The refurbishing of the used playground equipment is nearly complete.  If the weather holds, staff will 

proceed with installation.  

Sports Complex – More Dirt work has been done for the future building site.  There has also been some grading 

and seeding done. 

Public Buildings – A tv/mount/cabling has been ordered for the shop.  This will be paid from COVID relief funds.  

Staff will use this for group online training sessions. 

• Finance Officer Report:  City Finance Officer Wilber’s report was provided to the council.  Items included cash 

balances, sales tax revenue and committee fund balances as of Nov 30th, a recap of bills submitted for payment and 

the calendar of events.     

• City Administrator Report:  City Administrator Sidel’s report was provided to the council.  On Nov 23rd & 24th 

the council interviewed 4 engineering for the future WWTF project.  The council set of date of Dec 21st at 7pm to 

hold a meeting to narrow that selection down.  Sidel provided a recap of items the City will be purchasing yet this 

year that will qualify for reimbursement by the COVID relief funds.  The job description for the part-time office 

position that was approved for 2021 will be presented for review at the next council meeting.  During this year’s 

legislative session, the State will be establishing regulations for the new marijuana laws that were passed in Nov.  

More information and guidance will be available to municipalities after this session.  The P&Z board will be 

holding a public hearing on Dec 29th to further discuss amendments to the off-street parking regulations.  A listing 

of 2021 council meeting dates was provided.  The City has received around 20 application for the CEDD position.  

A selection committee was established consisting of Mayor Menning, City Admin Sidel, Council Members Kuehl 

& Randall and a member from both the HADF and Chamber.   

  

OLD BUSINESS: 

• Hartford Area Fire & Rescue – COVID Recovery Fund Request:  At the Dec 1st meeting, the council 

approved for the purchase of 5 radios for the HAFR.  These radios would be eligible for reimbursement from the 

City’s COVID relief funds.  Since that meeting, the State has revised their guidelines as it pertains to fire 

departments.  They are allowing reimbursement of radios based on a percentage of the department’s membership.  

As a result of this, HAFR is eligible for 3 more radios.  In addition, the purchase of a LUCAS CPR devise would 

also qualify for reimbursement by COVID relief funds.  As with the first 5 radios, HAFR would use the equipment 

but it would remain the property of the City and be on the City’s inventory list.  There has been discussion at the 

State level that should the Federal Government audit this request and decide it does not quality, the reimbursement 

made by the State would be reversed, leaving the City and/or HAFR responsible for this cost.  A motion was made 



by Monahan, second by Brenneman to approve the purchase of 3 additional radios and a LUCAS CPR devise for 

HAFR provided that if a federal audit deems the items ineligible, HAFR would reimburse the City for the cost of 

the 3 radios and the LUCAS CPR machine – all voted yes, motion carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

• Review/Approve Billboard Lease for East Face Billboard #2:  The leases for the east face of billboard #2 is 

coming up for renewal.  Sunshine Foods and Tammen Auto & Tire each rent half of this billboard.  No changes 

have been made to the lease agreements except for the new 3year lease term.  A motion was made by Monahan, 

second by Brenneman to approve the billboard lease agreements for Sunshine Foods and Tammen Auto & Tire – 

all voted yes, motion carried. 

• Review/Approve 2021 Minnehaha County Sheriff Dept Police Service Agreement:  A motion was made by 

Monahan, second by Brenneman, to approve the 2021 agreement with the Minnehaha County Sheriff Dept for 

police services – all voted yes, motion carried. 

• Review/Approve 2021 SF Area Humane Society Animal Control Contract:   A motion was made by Monahan, 

second by Kuehl, to approve the 2021 contract with the SF Area Humane Society for animal control services – all 

voted yes, motion carried. 

• Review/Approve 2021 Fire Protection Service Agreement:  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Kuehl, 

to approve the agreement with Hartford Area Fire & Rescue for 2021 Fire Protection Services – all voted yes, 

motion carried.   

• Review/Approve 2020 Audit Engagement Letter:  A motion was made by Jones, second by O’Hara, to approve 

the engagement letter to allow Quam, Berglin & Post, PC to perform the City’s 2020 audit – all voted yes, motion 

carried.  

• Review/Approve 2020 Annual Report Engagement Letter:  A motion was made by Monahan, second by 

Kuehl, to approve the engagement letter to allow Quam, Berglin & Post, PC to prepare the City’s 2020 annual 

report – all voted yes, motion carried. 

• Appointments: 

o Planning & Zoning Members for 2021:  Four Planning & Zoning board members terms are expiring at the 

end of the year – Tony Randall, Tim Graham, Michelle Kilbourn & Stephanie Olson-Voth.  Randall, 

Graham and Kilbourn have expressed interest in serving another term while Olson-Voth feels it is time to 

step down.  Mayor Menning appointed Tony Randall, Tim Graham and Michelle Kilbourn to a 2year 

term on the Planning & Zoning Board.  A motion was made by Kuehl, second by O’Hara to approve the 

Mayor’s appointment of Tony Randall, Tim Graham and Michelle Kilbourn to the Planning & Zoning 

Board for a 2year term – Randall abstained with all others voting yes, motion carried.  Mayor Menning 

will appoint the remaining position at a later date.    

o HADF Envision 2025 Advisory Board:  As part of the HADF Envision 2025 campaign, the HADF needs 

to set up an advisory board, which will be made up of Envision donors.  This group will meet quarterly to 

discuss the goals of land acquisition, quality of live improvements and workforce development.  HADF is 

requesting an individual, on behalf of the City, sit on this board for a 3year term.  Councilmember O’Hara 

expressed interest but would need to confirm that this would be allowed as he currently sits on the HADF 

board. 

o Sioux Valley Energy Member Advisory Council:  Being one of their member communities, SVE is 

seeking a representative from the City of Hartford to sit on their Member Advisory Council (MAC).   

MAC meetings are periodically called by SVE Board of Directors to receive member input on various 

topics.  Councilmember Kuehl expressed interest in the position.  A motion was made by Brenneman, 

second by Jones to approve the appointment of Councilmember Kuehl to the SVE Member Advisory 

Council – Kuehl abstained, with all others voting yes, motion carried. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  A thank you was given to Stockwell Engineers for the Christmas treat boxes given to each of the 

staff and council members.   

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  A motion was made Brenneman, second by Jones to enter executive session pursuant to SDCL 

1-25-2 (1) for personnel at 8:39pm – all voted yes, motion carried.   

 

Minutes recorded by Finance Officer Karen Wilber. 

  

I, the undersigned, Karen Wilber, Finance Officer in and for the City of Hartford, South Dakota, do hereby certify that the 

above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes which is on file at the Municipal Finance Office. 

 

 

____________________________________                             

Karen Wilber, Finance Officer 

 

 



EXECUTIVE SESSION:  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Jones to exit executive session at 8:55pm – all 

voted yes, motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Monahan, second by Randall to give each year-round city employee a $200 cash bonus – all voted 

yes, motion carried. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Jones, second by Monahan to adjourn at 8:56pm – all voted yes, motion 

carried. 
 

Minutes recorded by City Administrator Teresa Sidel. 

  

I, the undersigned, Teresa Sidel, City Administrator in and for the City of Hartford, South Dakota, do hereby certify that the 

above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes which is on file at the Municipal Finance Office. 

 

 

____________________________________                             

Teresa Sidel, City Administrator 

 

 


