
City Council Meeting – Regular Meeting June 16, 2020  

 
Council President Arden Jones called the meeting to order at 7:00pm with the following city council members present: 

Mark Monahan, Travis Kuehl, and Scott Nelson.  Mayor Jeremey Menning and Mark Brenneman were absent with notice. 

Also present were City Administrator Teresa Sidel, City Finance Officer Karen Wilber, Public Works Superintendent Craig 

Wagner, Chamber & Economic Development Director Gabe Steinmeyer, City Attorney Tom Frieberg, City Engineer Mitch 

Mergen and approximately 10 people from the public. 

 

BUSINESS ITEMS: 

• Approve Agenda:  A motion was made by Kuehl, second by Nelson to approve the agenda as set - all voted yes, 

motion carried.  

• Approval of the Minutes:  A motion was made by Nelson, second by Kuehl to approve the meeting minutes from 

June 1, 2020 – all voted yes, motion carried.   

• Approval of the Bills:  A motion was made by Kuehl, second by Monahan to approve the bills submitted for 

payment – all voted yes, motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:   

• Scott Nelson was present to request permission for the Church Softball League to be able to use the fields on 

Sundays at 6:30pm.  All organizations are required to submit a plan to the City which lays out what guidelines 

they will be implementing in regard to COVID-19.  Nelson will relay this information to the Church League and 

asked that this item be put on the July 7th meeting agenda.  

• Bud Jensen, who resides at 105 N Kingsbury Ave, was present at the last meeting to discuss a water draining issue 

at his property.  Since that meeting, Councilman Monahan has been out to look at his property.  Mr. Jensen was 

wanting to know if any solutions have been discussed.  Monahan reassured him that he will be looking into the 

issue more in the coming weeks. 

• Jennifer Bosch, who resides on S. Main Ave, was present to request approval to have a block party on July 11th. 

The City was not in receipt of her application until the time of the meeting, so this was not included on the agenda. 

She was informed that this needs to be an agenda item to be able to take any action.  This block party application 

will be added to the July 7th meeting agenda. 

 

VISITORS: 

• Jesse Fonkert was present to introduce himself to the council in his new role as Executive Director for 

MCEDA/LCEDA.  He thanked Hartford for their membership in MCEDA over the past several years and looks 

forward to working with the City in his new role. 

• Leah Johnson, President of the Jamboree Committee, was present to provide an update to the council.  With the 

Jamboree Day event cancelled for 2020, the committee still wanted to do something to celebrate Hartford.  They 

decided to hold a car parade this coming Saturday June 20th at 4:30pm.  The route, of which a map was provided to 

the council, will weave through a number of residential streets allowing residents to enjoy the parade from their 

front yards.  The committee continues to plan for a smaller one-day event tentatively scheduled for Sept 26th.  

Plans include a car show, entertainment in the park, a burnout, local food vendors and a street dance.  With the 

pandemic still going on, these plans will be reevaluated when the event get closer to determine if they will move 

forward. 

• Matt Evans with HASR was present.  He thanked City staff and the council for the work on the recently completed 

sidewalk project at the Sports Complex.  HASR is requesting approval to market advertising opportunities at the 

Sports Complex to local area businesses.  They would like to offer the following advertising packages:  $250/year 

for a 4x8 banner placed on outfield fencing; $1,000/year for scoreboard advertising; and $100/year for website 

adverting.  All advertising designs would be approved by HASR and the City Administrator.  The consensus of the 

council was to move forward with this as long as an agreement, similar to the agreement the City uses to lease 

billboard advertising space, is signed for each advertising package sold.  Sidel will work with HASR on the 

agreement paperwork.  HASR is also seeking approval to install a permanent sign at the Sports Complex.  The 

informational sign would have an updated complex map along with an area for sponsors listed.  The sign would be 

placed near the softball fields where the majority of the traffic is.  The consensus of the board was to allow the 

new signage.  HASR plans to resume the Chase the Ace fundraiser this fall. 

• Steve Watson with ISG, and two members of his team, were present to introduce themselves and their company to 

the council.  They are a design and engineering firm with 10 offices in the four-state region of SD, MN, IA & WI.  

 

ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, APPLICATIONS AND HEARINGS: 

• 2nd Reading of Ordinance #688 Revise Title 12 of Municipal Ordinance – Penalties:  Title 12 governs the 

penalties for a violation of municipal code.  Wording has been added to state that penalties for violations of Title 

7, which is traffic regulations, are punishable by a fine amount that has been established by the State.  This will 

allow the Sheriff’s Dept to issue traffic citations under the City’s ordinance, therefore resulting in the City getting 



a portion of the fine.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Nelson to approve 2nd Reading of Ordinance 

#688 Revise Title 12 of Municipal Ordinance – all voted yes, motion carried. 

• 1st Reading of Ordinance #687 – Amend Off-Street Parking Regulations:  The City’s zoning regulations 

addresses all permanent off-street parking on private property, such as parking pads and driveways.  The 

regulations do not address any temporary off-street parking.  Proposed changes to the zoning regulations would 

add Section 9 under Off-Street Parking to allow the Zoning Administrator to issue a temporary off-street parking 

permit, not to exceed 30 days, for special circumstances.  All applications would be submitted for review/approval 

by the Zoning Administrator. The Planning & Zoning Board has reviewed these changes and they are 

recommending approval by the council.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Kuehl to approve 1st 

Reading of Ordinance #687 Amend Off-Street Parking Regulations – all voted yes, motion carried. 

• 1st Reading of Ordinance #689 – Amend Golf Cart Regulations:  In an effort to make the operation of golf carts 

within the city as safe as possible, this amendment would add wording under Section 7.0907 that defines a 

passenger limit allowed on a cart, states that standing while the cart is in motion is not allowed, and that no person 

shall sit on the lap of another while the cart is in motion.  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Nelson to 

approve 1st Reading of Ordinance #689 Amend Golf Cart Regulation – all voted yes, motion carried.  

 

REPORTS: 

• Fire Department Report:  Fire Chief Bryon Shumaker was present to give a fire department update.  For April 

there were 37 total calls with 18 in city limits while in May there were 18 total calls with 6 in city limits.  There 

was no training in April due to COVID-19 but both EMS & Fire training resumed in May.  Year to date the 

department is seeing an up-tick in calls. 

• Engineer Report:  Mitch Mergen provided engineer updates:  

Ruud/Opal Lane Intersection Improvements –  Contracts are in place.  Work is scheduled to begin in July. 

9th Street Improvements – Contract are in place.  Work is scheduled to begin in July. 

Industrial Park Sanitary Sewer Extension – Work continues on assisting City staff with the grant application. 

Waste Water Treatment Facility – Engineers Mitch Mergen and Jon Brown presented the council with an 

amendment to their original agreement to begin schematic design services.  The goal is to meet the Oct 1st deadline 

for application submission to the SD Water Board.  If this deadline is met, we would be considered in the first 

round of funding allocations on Jan 1st.  Further discussion was held on the services covered under the amendment 

and ramifications if this agreement was not approved until the next council meeting.  Brown indicated that if we 

did not move forward with the soil borings as this point, it would be best to wait until fall.  Another process Brown 

suggested being done as soon as possible is notifying the regulatory agencies about the project.  A motion was 

made by Monahan, second by Nelson to authorize Stockwell to move forward with the soil borings and document 

submission to the environmental agencies – all voted yes, motion carried.  A motion was made by Monahan, 

second by Kuehl to table the amended agreement until the July 7th meeting – all voted yes, motion carried. 

• Public Works Report:  Public Works Superintendent Wagner’s report was provided to the council.  

Streets –  The first application of mag water has been applied. There is a slurry seal preconstruction meeting 

scheduled for June 18th.  Staff plans to work on alleys next week.  The maintainer repairs are done, and it is 

working well.  The banner & basket brackets for the downtown lights have been ordered.  Staff will install in the 

next few weeks.  Mosquito fogging was done this week as well as street sweeping.  Staff is working on drainage 

areas.     

Water – Changing out meters as time allows. 

Sewer – Reporting for the month has been done.  Samples will be taken next week.  

Sports Complex:  Concrete work is done.  Staff will finish up some dirt work with seeding to follow at a later date.   

• Finance Officer Report:  City Finance Officer Wilber’s report was provided to the council. Items included cash 

balances, sales tax revenue and committee fund balances as of May 31st and a recap of bills submitted for payment. 

The calendar of events was also provided. The municipal election will be held Tues June 23rd.  Due to the 

pandemic, the previous appoint election workers opted not to work.  A new board has been established and 

member are Georgia Viereck, Rosey Quinn & Darla Lawver.  A motion was made by Nelson, second by Kuehl to 

approve the appointment of the new election board for the June 23rd election – all voted yes, motion carried.  State 

law requires that the official canvas of the election returns needs to be done within 7 days of the election, making 

our deadline June 30th.  Since our next regular council meeting is not until July 7th, a special meeting will have to 

be held.  It was the consensus of the group to hold that meeting at 7pm on June 29th.  

• City Administrator Report:  City Administrator Sidel’s report was provided to the council. The City of Sioux 

Falls will now be offering free landfill passes.  The passes will be available on July 1st.  The Bike/Rec Trail 

Committee would like to try and secure a grant to help pay for Phase 6 of the trail system.  Sidel will be sending a 

letter of intent with the actual grant application due in October.  The City has received the Wellmark 3-Point Play 

Community Award Grant in the amount of $12,520.  This program allows fans to nominate their hometown for 

every field goal in football or 3-pointer in basketball made by a USD player.  These funds can be used for 

health/wellness type projects.  A project that staff thought of was to refurbish the used playground equipment that 

was purchased a few years back.  The project could include sandblasting, repainting, wood/fiber chips, edging, and 

placement of the system.  The council liked this idea and the consensus was to replace the playground equipment 



at Turtle Creek Park with the refurbished system.  Wagner will get quotes for the work. Sidel provided a recap of 

where the City’s sales tax revenue is at compared to last year.  At this point, it appears that the pandemic has not 

impacted our sales tax revenues as much as expected.  

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

• Review Proposed Changes to Employee Manual:  When the employee manual was last drafted/adopted, there 

were only hourly positions.  Since the City now has both hourly and salary positions, suggested updates would 

clarify wording between hourly and salary in certain sections of the manual.  A motion was made by Monahan, 

second by Nelson to approve the proposed changes to the employee manual – all voted yes, motion carried. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

• Transfer of Land to HADF – Tract 1 of Heiden’s Addition:  A motion was made by Monahan, second by 

Nelson to transfer Tract 1 of Heiden’s Addition to the HADF – all voted yes, motion carried. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  None 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  A motion was made Monahan, second by Kuehl to enter executive session pursuant to SDCL 1-

25-2 (3) for legal at 8:46pm – all voted yes, motion carried.   

 

Minutes recorded by Finance Officer Karen Wilber. 

  

I, the undersigned, Karen Wilber, Finance Officer in and for the City of Hartford, South Dakota, do hereby certify that the 

above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes which is on file at the Municipal Finance Office. 

 

 

____________________________________                             

Karen Wilber, Finance Officer 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  A motion was made by Monahan, second by Nelson to exit executive session at 9:24pm – all 

voted yes, motion carried.  

 

ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made by Nelson, second by Monahan to adjourn at 9:25pm – all voted yes, motion 

carried. 
 

Minutes recorded by City Administrator Teresa Sidel. 

  

I, the undersigned, Teresa Sidel, City Administrator in and for the City of Hartford, South Dakota, do hereby certify that the 

above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes which is on file at the Municipal Finance Office. 

 

 

____________________________________                             

Teresa Sidel, City Administrator 


