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CITY OF HARTFORD, SD 

Ordinance No. 776 

AN ORDINANCE TO ENACT HARTFORD CITY ORDINANCE CHAPTER 7.10 

REGULATING THE USE OF MOTORIZED FOOT SCOOTERS & PERSONAL 

ASSISTANCE DEVICES ON PUBLIC AND PRIVATE STREETS WITHIN THE 

JURISDICTION OF HARTFORD, SD  

WHEREAS, SDCL 32-26 et seq generally regulates driving on a public road within 

South Dakota; and 

WHEREAS, SDCL 32-26-21.1 allows a municipality to regulate operations of a 

motorized foot scooter and an electric personal assistance device to be ridden on sidewalks; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Hartford has the power to enact ordinances, enforce its 

ordinances, and exercise jurisdiction over all territory within its corporate limits for the purpose 

of promoting the health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the community pursuant to state 

statute, including but not limited to SDCL 9-29-1 and SDCL Title 9 generally; and 

WHEREAS, with the presence of motorized foot scooters and electric personal assistance 

devices on the streets in Hartford presents a safety concern; and 

WHEREAS, the Hartford City Council deems it to be in the City's best interests to enact 

a provision prohibiting the operation of motorized foot scooters and electric personal assistance 

devices, except for devices used by individuals with disabilities, on streets in Hartford unless 

there is no sidewalk to protect public safety, health, morals, and general welfare; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Hartford, SD that a new 

Ordinance Chapter be enacted to read in its entirety as follows: 

 
CHAPTER 7.10 

MOTORIZED FOOT SCOOTERS &  
ELECTRIC PERSONAL ASSISTANCE DEVICES  

Purpose 

The purpose of this chapter is to restrict motorized foot scooters and electric 

personal assistance devices from being ridden on streets unless there is no 

sidewalk and instead require them to be driven and ridden on sidewalks within 

the City of Hartford, SD limits. 

 

7.1001           Definitions. 

A. Electric personal assistive device means a self-balancing two non-tandem 

wheeled device, designed to transport only one person. 

 

B. Motorized foot scooter, means a wheeled conveyance, with handlebars, 

designed to be stood or sat upon by the operator, and powered by an electric 

motor that is capable of propelling the device with or without human propulsion, 

                          and that has wheels generally in a diameter of twelve inches or less. An electric bicycle     

                          is not a motorized foot scooter. 
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7.1002            Drivers Under 14 Years of Age. 

By persons under 14 years of age, motorized foot scooters and electric personal 

assistance devices shall: 

A. Not be driven on any street in which there is an adjacent sidewalk 

on either side of the road. Instead, they shall then just be driven and 

ridden on such sidewalk. Exceptions to these restrictions are as 

follows: 

 

1. By individuals who have disabilities and are using the 

device for mobility; 

 

2. By individuals who are crossing a street at an intersection or a 
designated crosswalk who has first completely stopped the device                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
before crossing the street; 

 
3. On the streets where there is no adjacent sidewalk on either side; in 

this case, the individual must be on the right side of the road and as 
close to the curb as possible and follow all traffic regulations. 

 

 

B. Only have one person on the device when it is being driven or ridden. 

 

C. Not be driven at a speed exceeding 15 mph. 

 

D. Must yield to pedestrians and motor vehicles. 

 

7.1003            Drivers 14 Years of Age and Older. 

By persons 14 years of age and older, motorized foot scooters and electric 

personal assistance devices 

A. May be driven on the sidewalk and streets, however, must obey all 

traffic laws and regulations.  

 

B. Only have one person on the device when it is being driven or ridden. 

 

C. May not exceed the speed that applies to the street. 

 

D. Must yield to pedestrians and motor vehicles. 
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7.1004           No Driving on Sidewalks on Main Avenue from Menth Street to 2nd Street. 

Motorized foot scooters and electric personal assistance devices may not be 

driven or ridden on the sidewalks or the street on Main Avenue from Menth Street 

to 2nd Street.   

 

7.1005            Requirements to Obey Traffic Signals. 

At intersections where traffic is directed by a policeman or stop-and-go signals/signs, 

it shall be unlawful for any user of a motorized foot scooter or electric personal 

assistance device to cross the roadway other than with released traffic and such 

operators shall obey all traffic signals and directions. 

7.1006            Hours of Operation. 

Unless a headlight or headlamp is utilized, motorized foot scooters and electric 

personal assistance devices may only be operated 15 minutes after sunrise to 15 

minutes prior to sunset. 

7.1007             Impoundment. 

A motorized foot scooter or electric personal assistance device may be impounded 

immediately when necessary to protect public safety, when (1) the violation 

involves reckless or hazardous operations, or (2) the operator commits a second or 

subsequent violation within a twelve-month period.  

7.1008             Penalty for Violation. 

A fine of $50 may be assessed for failure to abide by this ordinance. 

 

7.1009             Responsibility of Parent or Guardian. 

            A parent or legal guardian that permits a minor under their care or supervision to  

            violate any provision of this chapter may be cited for such violation and held  

            responsible for all applicable penalties. 

 

 

 

 

Adopted this 18th day of August, 2026. 

 

____________________________ 

Arden Jones, Mayor 
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ATTEST: 

    

___________________________ 

Karen Wilber, Finance Officer 

 

 

City Seal 

 

 

First Reading:  August 4, 2026 

Second Reading & Adoption: August 18, 2026 

Publication: August 21, 2026 

Effective Date: September 10, 2026 

 

 

 

 

 


